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Art. xiii. Asa bifforical account of the Britith trade over the 
Cafpian fea; with a journal of travels from London, through 
Ruffia, into Perfia; and back again through Ruffia, Germany, 
and Holland. Yo which are added, the revolutions of Perlia 
during the prefent century, with the particular hiftory of the F 
great ufarper Nadir Kouli. By Jonas Hanway, Merchant. | 3 
Quarto, 4 vols, 11. 108. in boards. Millar, Dodfley, 
Waugh, &c. : 


E have now before us a curious, inftructive, and en- 
tertaining work, wherein readers almoft of every clafs 
will find fomething to pleafe them. The worthy author ap- 
pears here in a variety of characters; for, not contenting him- 
felf with the bare office of an hiftorian, he gives his fentiments 
with great freedom on men and things: this, according to the 
different fubjeéts of his refletions, conftitutes him one while 
a meralift, another a politician, and fometimes a divine. 
Under each of thefe characters, as far as we are able to judge, 
he appears to advantage: the hiftorical part of his perfor- 
mance has, through the whole of it, an air of integrity and 
impartiality ; and tho’ the materials are not always difpofed in 
the moft regular manner, and the narration frequently inter- 
rupted by a multiplicity of reflections, yet the ferious, judicious, 
Vou. VIL. XY pious, 
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pious, and benevolent turn that runs through the whole, wil] 
attone for fmall imperfections, and make every reader that 
has but an honeft heart, entertain the moft favourable fenti- 
ments of mr. Hanway, as a man, whatever he may think of 
him as a writer. 

In his firft and fecond volumes, the author has interwoven, 
with the journal of his travels, an hiftorical detail of our com. 
merce over the Ca/pian fea. ‘This commerce was propofed to 
introduce the ufeful commodity of raw filk, the bafis of one of 
our moft confiderable manufaCtures, on the cheapeft terms, and 
in exchange too for our manufactured wool, from which fuch 
vaft advantages are derived to Great Britain. Upon the recom. 
mendation of the Rujfia company this trade became an obje& 
of attention to the legiflature, was entered upon with very fan- 
guine hopes, profecuted with great induftry by feveral of our 
moft eminent merchants, and had moreover a very powerful 
protection from great princes. But, notwithftanding thefe ad- 
vantages, this commercial fcheme was fruftrated ; and that by 
means very little, if at all, fufpected: for it could not be 
imagined, as mr. Hanway obferves, that mr. E/ton, who en- 
gaged himfelf as a Briti/b factor in Perfia, and who had the 
chief merit indeed in opening the trade, would engage alfo as 
a fhipwright to Nadir Shab, To this engagement, however, 
the deftruction of the trade was in a great meafure owing, by” 
exciting the jealoufy, and depriving us of the countenance, of 


Ruffia. 

f, what manner this enterprize was conducted, what variety 
of incidents attended it, mr. Hanway, as he had an opportunity 
of the moft authentic information, corroborated by his own 
experience, has given a faithful and circumftantial account, in- 
terfperfed with fuch obfervations as may be of no fmall fervice, 
if circumftances fhould again render this trade practicable and 
advantageous to the nation. He introduces his work with 
tracing matters from the earlie(t times, and exhibiting, ina 
fummary way, the attempts formerly made towards eftablifh- 
ing a commerce of this kind, with the difficulties and inter- 
ruptions it met with till the year 1738, at which period his 
narration properly commences. 

It would be impoffible for us, without tranfgreffing the 
bounds we muft prefcribe to ourfelves in fuch a work as that 
wherein we are engaged, to exhibit to our readers a full and 
clear view of the manner in which our trade over the Ca/pian 
was opened, of the feveral obftru€tions it met with, and the 
caufes that contributed to its ruin; nor would fuch a view per- 


haps afford them much entertainment. We fhall therefore 
con- 
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content ourfelves with giving a fummary account of the Britifh 
Ca/pian trade, as contained in a letter from our author to his 
friend, wherein there are likewife fome remarks on the be- 
haviour of the Ruffian refident and fubjeéts, to the Britifh fac- 
tors in Ghilan, on occafion of their being plundered. ‘This 
letter is as follows : 


SIR, St. Petersburgh, Dec. 1749. 


¢ As to the antiquity of the Ca/pian commerce, I never dif- 
‘ covered that we had any trade over that fea, except a {mall 
¢ trial made in the fixteenth century. T’o begin with the proper 
‘ date of our late attempt, you muft remember that his prefent 
¢ majefty renewed a treaty of commerce with Anna I/anowna: 
‘in 1734, by which a liberty of this trade is granted. You - 
‘ know that the parliament of Great Britain pafled an a& in 
‘1741, granting a liberty to fuch perfons as are free of the 
‘ Rufia company, to import the raw filk of Perfa into Great 
‘ Britain, in return for Briti/h manufactures fold in Perfia ; 
‘ in confequence whereof, from 1741 to 1745, were fent 
© 170,000 /. value into Perfia. 

‘In 1743, John Elton, one of our fa€tors in Perfia, en- 
© gaged himfelf as a fhip-builder in the fervice of Nadir Shah; 
‘ which offended the Ruffians, and at length occafioned a de- 
‘ cree of the Ruffian court, publithed in 1746, prohibiting this 
‘trade, The cruelties of Nadir Shah had involved his people 
‘ in fuch extreme mifery, that hardly the moft trivial fales 
* could be made by the Britifh faftors in the north of Perfia, 
‘from 1744, to 1747. In June 1747, Nadir fuffered a vio~ 
* lent death: his nephew 4/: then mounted the throne, and 
‘ trade inftantly began to revive; but in ‘fanuary following, 
* Amur Aflan Khan, a coulin of Nadir, revolting from 4h, 
* fent a body of his forces, and pillaged the Briti/h factors in 
© Re/hd to the value of 80,0007. Ali foon defeated thefe re- 
* bels, and deciared his intentions to do us juftice; but his 
© brother Jbrahim Myrza alfo revolting, 4/i was taken pri- 
* foner and blinded. 

* You muft obferve, that the fovereigns of Ruffia having 
* been mafters of Ghilan from 1722 to 1731, are ftill confi- 
* dered with a refpectful regard, and the perfons and houfes of 
* their minifters are ufually facred to the inhabitants of that 
* province. The good underftanding between Great Britain 
* and Ruffia, and the repeated promifes of proteétion received 
* from the Ruffian court, inclined our merchants at home, and 
* their factors in Perfia to expe, not only proteétion and juftice, 
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¢ but kindnefs and friendfhip from the Ruffian refident and 
‘ fubjeéts in Perfia. But the contrary happened; for I am 
¢ well aflured, that feveral fubdjects of that empire were a€tually 
€ partners in the plunder, if receiving the ftolen goods can 
© make «chem fuch. 

© Amur Aflan Khan having thus rebelled againft Ai, this 
© robbery might, in refpect to the declared fubjects of that 
‘ prince, be deemed an hoftile plunder only; but his taking 
* the effcéts of {trangers, who, in confidence of the laws of 
¢ hofpitality, came into Perfia to trade, and neither provoked 
‘ nor refifted, nor any ways oppofed the invaders, makes'this 


‘ capture an abfolute robbery ; confequently the goods ought, 


© in juftice to be confidered as ftolen, and thofe who bought 
© them, as buying ftolen goods. To buy fuch goods with a 
© view to profit by the diftrefs of him who is robbed, is cer- 
© tainly again{t all laws human and divine; and contrary to 
‘ the friendfhip and alJiance of the prince, whofe fubjeéts are 
‘ robbed, and of him whofe fubjecis buy fuch ftolen goods. 

‘ The paffions of men in all countries betray them often 
¢ into unwarrantable excefles; but the civilized part of man- 
‘ kind have generally fuch impreffions of moral duties, as fel- 
¢ dom to violate their conf{cience, without giving fome marks 
¢ of compunction. The Ruffian refident was fo far afraid, or 
* afhamed, as to difown he had bought any of the goods; as 
‘ did the other fubjeéts of Rujfia; but a great part of thefe 
© goods, I am affured, were feen in their poffefion, and par- 
ticularly in the refident’s houfe : and when the factor, mr. 
© Van Microp, offered the Ruffians payment of the value they 
‘ had given for thefe goods, they ftill alledged that they had not 
€ purchafed any fuch. 

* The impreffions which the honeft part of the Perfans re- 
© ceived from the violation of juftice in taking thefe effects, 


* appears by the conduct of Aga Mir Casbint, and his partner, ‘ 


* Habdgee Mehiie. ‘Vhefe men had made a profit of four 
‘ hundred crowns, on a purchafe of fome plundered cloth: 
© the Hahbdhee declared againft fuch gain, as contrary to rea- 
‘ fon and religion, and gave notice thereof to our faétors ; 
‘ who, in contideration of the great rifk in tranfporting the 
- © goods to the place where they had been fold, divided the 
© profits with him. ' 

‘ In what manner the fpirit of Chri/iantty infpires the true 
profeflors thereof with the love of juitice and humanity, be- 
yond the do&trine of Adahommed, is very evident to real 
Chrifiians, who have lived among{t Mahommedans : but nd 
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‘ther the Chri/fian refident, nor the Chri/fian merchants, in ~ 
‘ this inftance, acted in the fame manner as Hahdgee Mehtie. 

¢ You know, fir, I was plundered at Afrabad, in a rebel~ 
‘lion againft Nadir Shab in 1744. The rebels carried thes 
‘ farce fo far, as to give me an obligation for the amount of! 
é the goods taken, promifing payment thereof; which plainly: 
‘fhewed they did not think they had any right to feize. the~ 
‘goods of a ftranger, becaufe they rebelled againft their foves » 
“reign ; how much lefs can the purchafe of the goods-in quef- 
‘ tion be warranted as legal? : 

‘ The Ruffian court has feized Perfian effe&s in Ruffia, to 
© indemnify Ruffian merchants who lott effeéts by plunder in. 
“ Perfia. Iam perfuaded therefore that this court would nots 
¢ acquiefce in the conduét of her refident towards us: buty 
© the queftion is, if thefe injuries done us by the refident and 
“his people were proved in a proper manner, which will re-: 
‘ quire fome fkill and expence, for the Rujfians, who are the: 
‘ proper and legal evidences, are accomplices, whether it would. 
* avail to obtain reftitution?, Perhaps the refident might- be 
* punifhed in a pecuniary way, without any benefittous. In- 
* quifitions concerning great illegal gains, are things very much 
© out of fafhion, even in limited monarchies, and where laws 
‘ are faid to be revered, and tiie execution of them confidered 
‘as bulwarks of property; Iam afraid you find it fo. But 
* you will pleafe to obferve, that I am told alfo, the purchafe 
* of the goods in queftion, and retaining them, notwithftand-" 
‘ ing the value paid was offered to be returned, is a warrant~- 
* able a&t; and that men have a right to make their fortune 
“ by fuch means, when fuch a happy occafion offers. - If thofe 
* who might be appointed our advocates in this affair, fhould 
* happen to be of this opinion, a complaint would be over- 
* balanced by a vexatious profecution to no purpofe; but you 
* are at liberty to take what meafures you pleafe. I am forry 
* that it is not in my power to give you any relief; if it was, 
* I know my own opinion, as well as inclination, and am 
* very much, 

‘ Sir, yours, &e. 


In the remaining part of this article we fhall lay before our 
readers, as what (we apprehend) wil! contribute moft to their 
entertainment, fome account of what our author has advanced 
in relation to the manners and cuftoms of the modern Perfians. 
It may be proper in the mean time to obferve, that mr. Han- 
way, in February 17 4.3, accepted the offer of a partnerthip in-mr, 
Dingley’ s houfe, (one of the members of the Ruffia-company) at 
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St. Petersburgh ; in confequence of which he was made ac. 
quainted with the Cafpian trade, at that time in its infancy, 
and the object of the fanguine hopes of feveral of our moft con- 
fiderable merchants. Fi1oam that time he indulged a defire of 
feeing Perfia, a country fo renowned for great and memorable 
events, both in antient and modern hiftory ; and foon found an 
opportunity of gratifying his curiofity: for very few weeks 
had paft after his arrival at St. Petersburgh, before his partner, 
and other faftors, who were correfpondents with mr. Elton, 
being alarmed with the complaints of the Ruffian court in re- 
lation to that gentleman, refolved that one of them would make 
a journey into Perfia; our author then offered his fervice, 
which was accepted. 

After receiving fuch inftrutions as were neceflary, from the 
factors who were interefted in this new commerce, and takin 
upon him the charge of a caravan of thirty-feven bales of Eng. 
lifb cloth, he fet out the firft of September 1743, arrived in Lan- 
garood-bay on the third of December, and towards the latter 
end of the fame month at 4frabad. Here he takes occafion to 
give us an account of the governor’s behaviour to him, and of 
fome particulars relating to the Perfian cuftoms; which we 
fhall infert. as a fpecimen of his manner of writing. 

© The fourth of Fanuary, fays he, Hahdzee Myrza Mahom- 
© med, and feveral others, came to vifit me, and advifed me ta 
© fell part of my caravan in that city. This was not pratti- 
© cable in any quantity, nor confiftent with my defign of go- 
‘ ing to Mejched. The fifth, as I had not yet provided an 
© equipage neceflary to make a proper appearance before the 
© governor, Nafeer Aga, in whofe houfe I was lodged, lent 
© me a horfe handfomely caparifoned, and infifted upon my tak- 
© ing his fervanis, as well as my own, to attend me. The 
€. prefent I had prepared for the governor, confifting of feveral 
© cuts of fine cloth, and loaves of fugar, was laid on a large 
* tea-board, and carried in before me. He was attended by 
* feveral perfons of the beft diftinGtion in the city, particularly 
© by Mahsmmed Hafen Beg, fon of the late Fatcy Ali Khan, 
© Mahommed Khan Bez, and Sadoe Ava; the two laft were the 
¢ fons of Kaans in favour with the Shab. They all rofe at my 
* coming in, and delired me to take my place; but obferving 
I could not accommodate myfelf to their manner, the go- 
vernor ordered a chair, and bid me welcome to Perfia; 
adding this hyperbolical compliment, That the city of 4/ra- 
bad was now mine, todo what I pleafed withit. i returned 
my thanks, and afiured him of the oreat fatisfaction I enjoyed 
in being received into the proteCion of a perfon of his 7 
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¢ rater and authority: that I apprehended this was the firft 
‘attempt the Engli/h merchants had ever made to Convey mer- 
‘ chandize into the interior parts of -Per/ia by this rout; and I 
‘ was therefore the more concerned to provide with all poffible 
¢ atention for a quick and fecure paflage, at an eafy expence : 
¢ that he knew very well the Shab had been pleafed to grant the 
¢ Englifh merchants the moft favourable decrees, in relation to 
¢ their trade, in all parts of his dominions ; and it depended on 
¢ him to fee his majefty’s pleafure executed on thisoccafion. I 
¢ then demanded of him if the paflage toMZe/ched was fafe? He 
* anfwered in the affirmative, and that I might be affured no- 
¢ thing in his power fhould be negleéted to render it fo; and 
¢ that he would fend four choice foldiers with me, who fhould 
¢ be bound for the fafe delivery of our caravan at A@e/ched. 1 
*‘ thanked him, and begging to be honoured with his com- 
‘ mands, took my leave. 
‘ Common gratitude now called on me to pay my refpects 
§ to Nafeer Aga, of whofe humanity and politenefs I had re- 
‘ ceived fuch fignal proof. ‘This old man had been a compa- 
‘ nion of Nadir, when he was the chief of a party of robbers 
‘ in the neighbouring mountains, He now feemed too good 
* aman for Nadir’s purpofe, and the mediocrity of his fortune 
* and ambition had fecured him from moft of thofe calamities 
‘ which were common even to favourites. His hoary beard 
* gave a venerable air to his perfon, and a manly chearfulnefs, 
* joined to an amiable aflurance, graced his words. ‘There is 
‘'a reverence due to age, which by long experience frequently 
* compenfates for the lofs of juvenileendowments ; whilft health, 
* good nature, and ftrength of underftanding, produce many of 
* the focial enjoyments of life. ‘The old man received me with 
* great marks of kindnefs, and fent for thofe mafter-carriers, 
* who might probably engage to convey my caravan to Mé/ched. 
* Here I firft received a proof of that cunning and equivocat- 
* ing difpofition, which diftinguifhes the modern Perfians, and 
* was a prologue to that tragic fcene, wherein I had foon af- 
* ter fo great a fhare. It was impoflible to fix them to any 
thing; and finding they trifled, I took my leave for that 
time. 
* The feventh, ) was vifited by feveral of the principal men 
* of that place, who came out of curiofity, or perhaps with a 
* dark defign. They made their compliment by putting their 
* hand on their breaft, and bowing their head. Thofe wo 
are more familiar, prefs the palm of your hand between the 
palms of both theirs, and then raife them to their forehead, 
to exprefs the high and cordial refpeét they have for your 
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perfon. Moft of my vilitors behaved with an air of import 
tance, and {poke very little: after fitting and fmoaking the 
caallean for a few minutes, they took their leave. : 
© The Perfians are extremely fond of tobacco; fome of 
them draw the fmoke in fo prodigious a quantity, that it 
comes Out of their nofes. The caallean ufed in fmoakin 
is a glafs veflel, refembling a decanter, and filled about three 
parts with water. ‘Their tobacco is yellow, and very mild, 
compared with that of America; being prepared with ‘water 
and made into a ball, it is put into a filver utenfil, not unlike 
atea-cup, to which there is a tube affixed, that reaches-al- 
moft to the bottom of the veffel. There is another tube 
fixed to the neck of the veffel above the water; to this is 
fattened a leathern pipe, through which they draw the fmoke, 
and as it pafles through the water, it is cool and pleafant. 
The Perfgans for many ages have been immoderately fond of 
the caallean. Shah Abas the Great made a law to punifh 
this indulgence with death; but many chofe to forfake their 
habitations, and to hide themfelves in the mountains, rather 
than be deprived of this infatuating enjoyment. Thus this 
prince could not put a ftop to acuftom, which he confidered 
not only as unnatural and irreligious, but alfo as attended 
with idlenefs and unneceflary expence. 

‘ I entertained fome of my guefts according to their own 
manner, with fweetmeats, of which they took a little, and 
gave the remainder to their fervants ; thefe are often fo nu- 
merous, that atreat of this kind will coft ten or twelve crowns, 
This cuftom, abfurd znd expenfive as it appeared to me, had 
fomething of the air of hofpitality in the perfon entertaining. 
I could not but confider it as much lefs inconfiftent than that 
which prevails in fome parts of Europe, where almoft every 
man’s fervant is bribed by his mafter’s gueft, for doing his 
duty; where every gueft is a flave to the fervant, by fub- 
mitting to a compulfive tax, which even the fovereign has 
no authority to impofe; where every one complains of the 
abufe, and, as a proof of the flavery, is obedient to it, ex- 
cent a few, who having been free in countries of flavery, 
wiil not be flaves in a free country. : 
* Is it not abfurd to the higheft degree, that the greateft lord 
of the land fhall meanly look on, and fee his fervants, rapa- 


cious by his authority, wring from the hard hands even of 


peafants, their flender fupport? Is it not abfurd, that gentlé- 
men of fmall fortunes fhould be guilty of the folly of giving 
away their money as if they were rich ; or be obliged to core 
fefs to menial fervants, that they are not rich; or a 
§ theme 
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tthemfelves from the:company of their opulent friends, whofe 
‘ houfes, even where there has been an appearance of a gene- 
‘yous invitation, are oftentimes nothing more than difagree- 
table and expenfive inns? Is it not abfurd, in fine, thata 
‘ftrange corruption of manners fhould induce almoft every 
‘mafter to contra& with his fervant, that the greateft part of 
‘his wages fhall be paid him by his neighbours; tho’ his own 
] * expences are by this means not only increafed, but alfo ren- 
‘dered impertinent and vexatious; whilft fervants, on the 
‘other hand, become extravagant, in confequence of thefe 
‘ prepofterous revenues, and their morals fpoiled by the folly 
+ of their matters ! 

¢ Toreturn to my ftory. Having agreed at Jength upon a 
‘ price for feventeen camels and fixty-i vo horfes, at feven 
¢ crowns and a quarter per bale, I advanced to the carriers a 
‘fmall part of the money, as earneft. But I foon found, 
¢ that it is a frequent practice for the Perfians to recede from 
‘ their agreements ; and when any decifion can be obtained in 
¢ fuch cafes, the verdiét is ufually given in favour of thofe 
‘ who appear to have the worfe fide, or have engaged to exe- 
‘ cute more than is convenient for them to perform: fo that 
* Icould have but very little dependance on this contraét. 

‘ My good friends, Nafeer 4ga and the Hahdgee made mea 
¢ vifit, and brought feveral other perfons with them. Their 
* bufinefs was to enquire if I believed Zefus Cori? to be the fon 
‘of God; intimating this to be the perfuafion of Chriffians, 
‘ and without waiting long for an anfwer, they pronounced 
* me an idolater. My interpreter, who was himfelf a Chri/- 
© tian, was a little ftartled, and afked me what anfwer he 
© fhould make ; I told him, that I was not come there to enter 
* into religious-controverfies with AZahommedans ; who with- 
§ out doubt would remain in their own faith, as I hoped to do 
‘in mine: however, if he pleafed, he might gratify their cu- 
* riofity, and tell them, that I believed ‘fe/us Chri? to be the 
* fon of God ; leaving him to give what further account of my 
* religion he might think proper, upon the principles mention- 
* ed in the next chapter, being the refult of frequeat difcourfes 
* and reflections to which this enquiry gave occafion.’ 

Idolatry being imputed to our author, he proceeds in the 
next chapter to defend Chriffianity, and gives us his notions of 
religion, wiich appear, in general, to be very juft: -but-with- 
out giving any extracts from this part of his work,’ we go on 
to lay before our readers what he fays of the genisis, charac- 
ter, and diet, &c. of the modern Perfians, which sas follows > 
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‘ The modern Perfians, fays he, are robuft, warlike, ang 
© hardy, and are now all become foldiers: were their govern- 
< ment once eftablifhed, no nation could fooner recover itfelf 
‘from fuch : miferable circumftances. They have mone 
© enough; ‘their houfes are eafily rebuilt, and their land is fer- 
¢ tile: thefe advantages would bring in foreigners, at leaf 
© Tartars and Indians, and with them the conveniencies of 
© life, and at length reftore their arts and manufactures. 

© They are naturally inclined to temperance ; and with re- 
“ gard to diet, feem to be more in a ftate of nature than the 
© Europeans. By way of amufement they ufe opiates, but not 
© near fo much as the Turks : they drink coffee in fmall quan- 
© tities with the lees, alfo fherbets, and an infufion of cinna- 
© mon with fugar. Their fimplicity of life generally renders 
© their domeftic expence eafy; tho’ in this laft particular, tra- 
© vellers do not agree: I grant, however, that the Perfians 
© underftand very little of what we call prudence and cecono- 
* mical government. 

‘ In their common difcourfes, they often introduce morak 
‘ fentences, and poetical narrations, extraéted from their poets 
© and other writers : it was formerly their conftant cuftom toeén- 
* tertain their guefts with favourite paflages out of their poets. 
© RefleGion or repetition are the only means of ftrengthening 
* or fupporting the memory: cuftom has made it a kind of 
“ pedantry in Europe to be frequent in the repetition of the 
© wife fayings either of the antient or modern divines, philofo- 
‘* phers, or poets ; but if, from the nature of the human mind, 
© we ever ftand in need of a monitor, what office is more con- 
* fiftent, than to render the wholfome rules of life familiar, by 
* making them a part of our ordinary converfation. It might 
* be wifhed, that this practice was introduced among Euro- 
‘* peans, rather than that barrennefs of difcourfe we often find, 
* or the irkfome and pernicious amufement of cards. 

© NowI have mentioned a circumftance fo interefting to the 
* great world in Europe, 1 muft acknowledge, that cards, in 
* the original ufe of them, are confefledly as innocent as any 
* other inftrument of diverfion, to thofe who are at a lofs for 
* fomething more rational ; yet inthe manner now in fafhion, 
€ they cannot but diffipate the thoughts in fome, and enervate 
* the mind in almoft every one who is clofely attached to them. 
* They muft be a great means of feeding thofe paffions which 
* corrode the heart, and, warping the affe&tions from their 
“ proper bias, oppofe the eftablifhment of virtue in the mind. 
' © We often fee this verified, tho’ few will confefs it. Is it 
“ poffible in the nature of the thing, that thofe who give a 
* con- 
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¢ conftant application to this entertainment, efpecially if they 
¢ play high, can fupport a tranquility of mind? And in pro- 
¢ portion as the mind is difturbed, is it not difqualified for the 
¢ effential duties of life? This matter is beft underftood by 
¢ thofe very perfons who play high, and confume their time in 
¢ this polite idlenefs. ‘The Perfans feem to fall into the con- 
‘trary extreme; they delight in fitting ftill and mufing. I 
¢ never obferved any of them to walk in their apartments, as 
‘ the Europeans, and particularly the Engi, are ufed to do. 
‘ remember to have heard of a Turk, who, being on board 
¢ an Englifhb man of war, enquired very ferioufly if the people 
‘ were troubled with an evil fpirit, becaufe, fays he, they are 
‘ never at refi ? 

‘ The Perfans are polite, but extravagantly hyperbolical in 
‘ their compliments: this indeed is peculiar te the eaftern 
‘ nations ; and the fcripture, which partakes fo much of that 
‘ ftile, is known to be derived from that quarter. The Per- 
‘ fians were celebrated for a particular genius to poetry; but 
‘ war, which has deftroyed their morals and learning, feems 
¢ alfo to have damped their poetic fire: tho’ they have ftill 
¢ many traces of that fertility and ftrength of imagination, for 
‘which in paft times they were defervedly famous. The 
* antient he’ pace are recorded to have taught their children 
* a moft exact reverence for truth; but the prefent generation 
¢ are as notorious for falfhood : they poifon with a fweetmeat, 
© inalways faying what is pleafing, without regarding the truth. 
‘ In their difpofitions they are chearful, but rather inclined to 
‘ ferioufnefs than loud mirth: in this they are not fo much 
© the French of Afia, as in their politenefs and civility to ftran- 
* gers. Hofpitality is a part of their religion: on occafions of 
§ the leaft intercourfe, men of any diftinction invite ftrangers 
* as well as their friends to their table; and it is remarkable 
* how they pride themfelves in other teftimonies of refpeét, 
§ which have occafionally been mentioned in this work. 

*T did not obferve that they are vindiétive ; yet if their kind- 
* nefs to their beft friends happens to be turned, by any fortune 
* of war, into enmity, they often become infenfible: this 
* feems to be more owing toa cuftom of cruelty, than a re- 
f vengeful temper. On the other hand, there are not many 
* inftances of the placable difpofition which the Chri/tian reli- 
f gion fe ftrongly recommends: in theory, however, they are 
* friends to this virtue, and they apparently exceed the Chri/- 
* trans im the duty of refignation, With regard to their per- 
* fons and drefs, the men in moft parts of the country fhave 
$ their heads very clofe; the young ones have often a lock on 
each, 















































332 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


. 
‘ 
4 
c 
7 
7 
. 
€ 
‘ 
‘ 
7 
a 
a 
7 
a 
. 
| 
‘ 
7 
. 
‘ 
4 
& 


-v-nr fF aan F&F AH A 


each temple, which hangs pendant, and ferves as an ornament, 
to their faces, fomewhat. in the manner of European beays 
fome years fince. Their cheeks are.fhaved, but the beard 
on the chirf reaches up to their temples: the men, for the 
moft part, are tall, and of good fhapes; their complexions 
fwarthy, particularly in the fouthern parts, and their eyes. 
and hair black. Moft of them have caps of cloth, which 
rife ten or twelve inches, and terminate on the-top in four 


‘corners: they have a fhorter cap for fummer, faced with 


grey Bokharian lambfkins: their ears, which are very large, 
are always left bare, and generally hang down, in.confe- 
quence of the weight of the caps refting on them, and many 
are proud to fhew that their ears are not cut. off. Crimfon 
is a colour they much affeét in their caps, as well as in their 
outward garments ; and it makes a grand appeatance: deep 
blue, which one feldom fees worn except in, coarfe cloaths, ig 
their mourning colour. The better fort of people wear a fath 
of Khermania wool wrapped about their heads as turbands : 
fome of thefe are fo exceeding fine, as to coft an hundred 
crowns, and the common price for fuch as are good, is eight 
or ten crowns. ‘Their heads are thus kept very warm, and 
the more, as they feldom pull off their caps, but wear them 
even in the prefence of their king. 
‘.The outward garment of the common fort of people, is a 
flight cotton: in general they wear two or three light veft- 
ments, which reach only to their knees; fo that their drefs 
gives them a great advantage over the Turks, who wear long 
effeminate robes. Befides their cloth garments of the ordi- 
nary fort, which are much efteemed, fome have them lined 
with furrs, as ermins, fquirrels, or fables, which are worn 
for warmth, and very often for ftate alfo; for it is common 
to fee a great man fit in his fable coat in the height of 
fummer: but it muft be obferved, that thefe coats reach.no 
farther than the waift; thus demonftrating a judicious dif- 
tinction not to load themfelves with a fuperfluous weight of 
cloaths. 
€ Silk is worn in fummer by men of fafhion, efpecially for 
under garments; but thefe; as well as their cotton and wool- 
en under garments, are quilted, which renders them very 
warm without being heavy. Under the fafh round the waitt 
they carry a long pointed knife in a cafe of wood, which is 
mounted with gold or filver. Their fhirts, for the moft 
part, are made of chequered filk and cotton: thefe have nei- 
ther wriftbands nor collars, for they always go bare-necked. 
The fleeves of their upper garment reach down to their 
¢ fingers: 
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ers: they fometimes wear cloth ftockings, which fit: 
loofe like boots ; but for the moft part they ufe only focks of 
wool, which reach over the ankles. They wear flippers 
like womens fhoes, without quarters ; thefe are of fhagreen, 
made with the fkin of horfes rumps, which are prepared hard 
and rough like a feal’s fkin: ‘the heels being high, they are 
calculated to carry one out of the dirt, but are extremely une 
eafy to thofe who are not accuftomed to them. ‘Their 
drawers; or rather trowfers, are more convenient than 
breeches in a hot country, being without any tight liga- 
ments: for this reafon their cloathing in general feems to 
be more conducive to health and ftrength thin that of Eu- 
ropeans: the fath round the waift may however keep their 
loins too warm; but girding up the loins is indeed a part of 
drefs the moft antient we read of. ‘Their writers carry their 
ink and pens about them in a cafey which they put under 
their fafh, or in their pocket under their arm. 
‘ The fimplicity of their-tafle deferves commendation: a 
Perfian Khan once queftioned me clofely upon the fleeve 
of my coat, defiring to know what I intended by that bit of 
cloth hanging from myarm? I of,courfe told him, that in 
Europe we confider it as anornament. 1 could not help re- 
fle&ting, however, on the fup-tfluous and inconvenient part 
of drefs which the polite nations of Bwrope have introduced, 
in defiance of natural tafte, and the confideration of health 
and convenience. Externals are always moft apt to affect 
the mind, and where we fuffer ourfelves to follow implicitly 
him, who, for his private convenience, or to gratify his hu- 
mour, continually makes alteratiors in our manner of cloath- 
ing, it muft engage too great a fhare of the attention, at 
leaft of the youthful part ofa nation, and create a dangerous 
expence; nor can we be ever fure of retaining that, which 
in all refpe€ts is found elegant, ornamental, and convenient, 
if we happen to ftumble on it. The 4fatics feem beft to un- 
derftand this matter, and to act mott agreeably to reafon. 
We muft however acknowledge, that the variety of which 
the politer nations of Europe are fo fond, ferves to exercife 
invention, improve arts, and create a circulation of money ; 
but ftill it tends to the ruin of ftates, when the inclination is 
carried to an excefs, and beyond: what private incomes will 
bear, after all effential duties regarding government and cha- 
rity are complied with. But in'a comparifon of the oriental 
and European drefs, there is not any thing in the latterhalf fo 
abfurd and ridiculous as that part of the female furniture cal- 
led a Hoop. If the Perfian who-was fo much (urprized at the 
© fleeve 
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© fleeve of my coat, which was in no extreme of the fathion, 
© had feen this whalebone machine, he would certainly atk if 
© the woman was to be fown up in it witha wild cat; as they 
_© fometimes ufe bags when they torture females. Tell him, 
© that it is defigned to be worn about her waift, and he would 
* conclude it was a punifhment for fome act of incontinence; 
© but never would a man in his right mind, conceive it to be 
* intended as an ornament; and that the greater fpace a wo- 
* man occupies, the greater her quality, the more important 
“ her appearance, and, as fome imagine, the more exquifite 
© her charms. 

* And fince the refentment of a cuftom fo injurious to health 
¢ and convenience, as well as true tafte, has drawn me thus 
© far, 1 cannot help obferving very ferioufly, that as the per- 
© fons and external ornaments of women are fo much the atten- 
© tion of men, it is not furprizing that they fhould make ufe 
© of their proper ftrength, and improve their own advantages; 
© but I apprehend there are very few fenfible women, and yet 
© fewer men, who confider this romantic machine as orna- 
“mental. Cuftom is indeed a tyrant over both fexes, andthe 
© pride of imaginary embellifhments almoft as ftrong a paffion 
© with the youthful part of the gay world, as even the love of 
* life. All nations feem to agree, that rich manufaCtories, 
* filver, or gold, or precious ftones, or what is juft the fame, 
fomething in imitation of them, are ornamental. It is alfo 
confefled, that the more immediaae feat of thz graces is the 
face, and the women of all countries apply their {kill to the 
improvement of it; preferving at the fame time thofe vef- 
tures which they think add a luftre to their natural advan- 
tages. How can Europeans laugh at fome particular parts 
of the drefs of remote nations, when perhaps none of them 
wear any thing fo ridiculous as alarge hoop? Befides, tho’ 
cuftom may caufe any thing to pafs for modeft, it cannot 
alter the nature of climates, nor prevent thofe diftempers 
which arife from cold; neither will the ftreets grow broader, 
* or houfes, churches, or theatres, extend their walls, to keep 
* pace with this romantic extenfion of habilliment. 

‘ The drefs of the women in Per/ia is fimple, differing from 
* the men rather for the diftin&tion of fexes, than by affecting 
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* any form fhocking to nature: they adorn their arms with | 


* bracelets, after the manner of fome Europeans, and their 
* heads with jewels of feveral kinds : one of thefe is compofed 
*-of a light gold chain-work, fet with {mall pearls, with a 
* thin gold plate-pendant, about the bignefs of a crown piece, 
* on which is imprefled an Arabian prayer: this is fixed to ws 
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« hair at the upper part of the temple, and hangs upon the 
« cheek below the ear. They have large ear-rings, and fome 
« are faid to wear gold rings, fet with pearls, in their nofe, 
‘ which is incomparably the worft tafte they have; the poorer 
¢ fort wear the fame thing in bafer metals: their hair hangs 
‘in trefles; their fhirts, as well as the mens, are of a thin 
‘ manufa@ture of filk and cotton; but thefe are open at the 
‘ breaft in the manner of men’s fhirts in Europe, whilft the 
‘ men’s are fupported on-the left fhoulders by a fmall button. 
‘ The women alfo wear drawers and flippers as the men. 

© The Perfians obferve an outward decency in their cloath- 
‘ ing; their very religion feems to exact it of them, and the 
‘ fimplicity of their cuftoms contributes to the fame end. They 
‘ are neat in their houfes ; and even the meaneft fort are ufu- 
¢ ally very clean in their cloaths, which have feldom any rent; 
‘ but if it was not for their repeated bathings, the want of 
‘ changing theit fhirts would render their perfons indelicate.’ | 

We fhall clofe this article with the account our author gives 
of the religion of Perfia, which is as follows. 

‘ As to their religion in Perfia, fays he, the Turks and 
* Perfians equally acknowledge the Khoran as firft promulged, 
‘to be the great law of their prophet Mazhommed; but they 
‘ trace their ecclefiaftical divifions, and inveterate animofities, 
‘as high as his immediate fucceflor. . 4 was Mahommed’s 
‘ brother’s fon, and married to Fatima, the daughter of that 
* falfe prophet. From this the Perfans naturally infer his right 
* to the fucceffion, which was notwithftanding invaded by his 
* uncles Abubeker, Omar, and Ofman, the brothers of Mahom- 
* med, whofe ufurpation, both as kings and prophets, is ap- 
* proved of by the Turks. At length Ali fucceeded, and the 
* difpute might have been loft in oblivion, had he made no 
‘ difference in the Khoran; yet this produced no extraordinary 
* effedts till the fourteenth century, when Sheffie, a man of an 
* exemplary life, who pretended a regular defcent from Ali, 
* began to teach and expound the Mahommedan law, and the 
* dodtrine of A/i’s followers, in preference to the Turki/b doc- 
* tors of divinity ; this revived the remembrance of the injury 
* done Jli by his uncles, whom the Perfians began to curfe in 
* their public prayers: they alfo changed the form of the A/a- 
* hommedan creed, by giving Ali the title of the friend of God. 
* Thefe two feéts being divided, thofe who maintained the 
* fucceffion of Abubeker, Omar, and Ofman, called themfelves . 
* Sunnis, whilft the followers of Ali took the name of Schias. 

* Experience has proved that it is next to impoffible to keep 
* mankind fteady to any form of worfhip, even where they 
> pro- 
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* profefs the fame faith in effentials ; and if this is the cafe, 
¢ where religion is founded in truth, as in that of Chrif,, it is 
« no wonder that fo abfurd a doctrine as Mabommedani(m, 
¢ profefled by fo many millions of people, fpread over fuch a 
‘ vaft traét of country, fhould create divifions with regard to 
© ceremonials, and the conftruction of texts, in themfelves in. 
* explicable; nor is it ftrange, that this fhould produce na- 
* tional and irreconcileable hatred. Jt muft further be obferv. 
“ed, that their morals and true notions of life having, in a 
‘ great meafure, given place to a martial genius and militar 
* thew, jit is eafy to conceive the caufe of the long and bloody 
* wars which have been carried on between the neighbouring 
* ftates of Perfia and Turkey. It cannot here be improper to 
© mention the method taken by Shah Abas, to make a differ. 
‘ ence in opinion in{trumental to the peace and fecurity of his 
* government. ‘This prince, finding in his people. great pro- 
* penfity to rebellion, gave 4/i two names, and then artfully 
* jofinuated, that one ought to.be revered in preference to the 
‘ other; thus he promoted fuch a diflenfion among them, as 
* brought both parties the more eafily to make him umpire, 
* and fubmit to his government. 

* The Perfians believe the Mo/aic to have been the true re- 
ligion before Chri/?, whom alfo they acknowledge to be a 
true prophet, and teacher fent from God; but that the telis 
gion he taught was contained in a book, which, at Adahom- 
med’s coming, was taken by the angel Gabriel into Heaven, 
and the Kboran brought down in its ftead: this however 
they do not attempt to prove. They fay alfo, that fe/us 
Chrifi did not die upon,the crofs; but that another perfon 
was, miraculoufly brought there in his place ; thus confefling 
the truth of our faviour’s miffion, but confounding it with 
abfurd fables. 

‘ The common people pray at break of day, noon, and 
fun fet; but the Habdgees pray at thefe times, and alfo in 
the afternoon, and at night. The Adullah, when he goes to 
prayers,’ mounts a turret appointed for that purpofe, which 
over-tops the houfes, from whence at day-break, mid-day, 
and evening, he invokes the fupreme being by faying, ** O 
** God, there is but one God ; A/ahommed is his prophet, and 
“© Ali his.friend.”’ After,repeating thefe words three times, 
‘he makes a prayer to this effect: ** Glory be to the fovereiga 
§* of the univerfe, and,to the judge of the laft day; we glorify 
‘<. thee, we befeech thee.to affift us in our neceffities, to lead 
§* usin thy ways, and in the paths of righteoufnefs, and to 


** prevent our falling into the {nares of perdition.”’ h paves - 
© jerve 
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t ferved that the Per/ians have any marks of that falfé modeity 
‘ which prevails among Chri/tians of the beft fort, who, ‘to 
¢ avoid the imputation of affeRation or hypocrify, are as jea- 
é Jous to be feen on their knees, as afraid to commit any cri- 
¢ minal ation. Ifa bold mafculine piety, and a fincere aw- 
‘ ful fenfe of the fupreme being are very confiftent things, this 
‘ excufe of modefty muft be owing to an error in education. 
¢ The refervednefs of fome Chriffians is certainly carried to a 
¢ great excefs: I have known perfons pious before marriage, 
‘ confefledly negligent in their devotion afterwards, the pre- 
t judices of education being fuch, as that neither party chofe 
¢ to be feeh on their knees; and we all know; that any neg- 
¢ Je&t may grow into a habit. Not fo does the incomparable 
¢ Milton paint our firft parents ; not fo docs nature or reafon 
‘ di@tate;. furely this is not what our faviour meant by admo- 
‘ nifhing us'to retire to the clofet ; and is diametrically oppo- 
‘ fite to what may be inferred from that paflage of fcripture, 
‘ that the unbelieving party in marriage is faved by the be- 
‘ Jiever. Such an excefs of referve, if fuch is common, muft 
¢ be injurious to religion, and highly deftruttive of the advan- 
‘ tages derived to mankind by the example of piety, particu- 
larly in the matrimonial ftate. 
‘ The Perfians feem to be under the influence of a certain 
* degree of enthufiafm, without which, devotion in fome men 
‘ is but a languid office: their imaginations are warm, and it 
‘ is probable they receive no common help from thence. But 
‘here it may be afked, whether any degree of paffionate 
© warmth is warrantable in devotion? Whether it is effe€tual, 
‘ is alfo a point about which Chriffian divines feem to differ 
‘ in their fentiments. If paffion is effential to the make and 
* compofition of man; _ if mapas evinces, that hardly any 
* of our aGtions are devoid of paffion ; if the great art of hu- 
* man life is not to eraditate the paflions, but to adopt the pro- 
* per objects of them; if mankind cannot think fo abftraétedly, 
* as a pure effort of unmixed reafon implies ; I prefume it fol- 
* lows, that fome degree of paffion is warrantable in devotion; 
* that degree will depend on the different turn of mens minds, 
* and we may leave the great object of our devotion to deter- 
* mine the reft. If God is the common parent and univerfal 
* friend of mankind, we muft be affe&ted towards him with all 
* the energy of the foul, which cannot be exerted without the 
* affiftance of our paffions: and it ought to be remembered, 
* that towards different obje’s the fame paffions affect us dif- 
* ferently, We mutt learn to think confiftently of the fu- 
* pteme being, but leave nature to herfelf with regard to the 
Vor. VIil, Z « mane 
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manner of the operation of thofe paflions, and not réfine the 
thing away. Farther, if the great objet of all the powers 
and faculties of the foul is God ; if hope, and fear, and love, 
as paffions, belung to any thing more than mere fenfitive 
life, the exercife of them is due to the great author of na. 
ture, and confequently ought to be employed in our addreffes 
to him; for thefe, by their happy mixture, under the influence 
and guidance of reafon, conftitute that paffionate warmth, 
which, I prefume, is not only warrantable, but in man 

minds eflential. And can it with any confiftency be thought, 
that our faviour’s prayer in his pa/fion, as properly called, was 
devoid of the paffion we are now {peaking of ; if it was not, 


it will follow, that in proportion to the earneftnefs of our, 


petitions to Heaven, there will be a mixture of paflion, tho’ 
reafon may at the fame time be fupported in its full ftrength.: 
© To return to the Perfian manner of devotion: after wath- 
ing themfelves, and combing their beards, they often count 
beads on a ftring, as is the cuftom of fome Chriffians, and 
probably learnt of the Mahommedans. At certain parts of 
their prayer they ftand, then kneel, and then proftrating 
themfelves on the earth, fet their foreheads on a bit of clay, 
about the fize of a crown-piece, fuppofed to be brought from 
Mecca, and.confequently to have a charm. They always 
carry it about them, tied to the upper part of their arm. 
They, as well asthe Chriftians, make their prayers long, in 
contradiction to the experience of mankind, how laborious a 
tafk it is to keep all the faculties of the foul awake for a fhort 
interval. ‘* Let thy words be few,” is an admonition well 
fuited to the weaknefs of human nature; tho’ the obfervance 
of it may argue the ftrength of the underftanding. It:is a 
fhrewd remark, that there is a great difference between pray- 
ing and faying of prayers; and that we ought not toexpect 
that God will attend to our prayers, if we do not attend to 
them ourfelves. _ Befides, if a life fpent in the fear of God, 
and obedience to his laws, is one continued prayer. to him, 
will he require a multiplicity of words? Will he demand a 
longer attention than the mind is capable of, or the duties of 
life will permit? I donot mean by this remark, to lend any 
affiflance in countenancing the indolence and impiety which 
reigns fo;much among fome Chriffians ; but to recommend 
an awful approach of the deity, and in our private addrefles 


to him, to fpend as much time in preparing the mind asin . 


the addrefs itfelf; and not deftroy the dignity, and, as we 
may fear, the efficacy of the duty, by a carelefs and abrupt 
be in- 
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¢jntrufion into the more immediate prefence of the awful ma- 
+ jefty of Heaven. 

¢ The Mabommedans having certain ftated hours for prayer, 
¢ are punctual in the obfervance of this duty; andy, to all ap- 
¢ pearance, perform it with more attention than the Chriffians 
‘ generally do: and tho’ the Perfians are become fo extremely 
‘ immoral, yet they give one proof of religion vaftly fuperior 
‘ to the Chriffians ; for I never could obferve, that they men- 
‘ tioned the name of the fupreme being, except upon folemn 
‘ occafions, or at leaft.in a refpectful manner. 

‘ The Perfians have fome of the ‘fewi/h rites among them ; 
‘ and alfo this peculiarity, that when they pray, they never 
¢ permit'the image of any fenfible object to be before them; 
© nor is it permitted to pray with any thing of gold about them, 
‘ as if it was-efteemed an object of idolatry. “They invoke the 
‘ interceffion of the departed fouls of fome of their prophets 
‘ and pious men. 

‘ As to fuperftition, I have already given numerous inftan- 
© ces how inclined the Per/fians are to it: a Adahommedan is 
© offended if a perfon applies to any mean ufe a written paper, 
* Jeft it fhould contain the name of the fupreme being. .This 
* may plead in its excufé that reverence which all: mankind 
© owe to the deity; but for their other fuperftitions, they are 
© for the moft part much lefs confiftent: as for inftance, a 
© Mahommedan,  ftrittly fpeaking, is not only defiled: by the 
‘ touch of any thing belonging to a hog, but even, they fay, 
* by a fhoe, when it is’ made by-an end where a hog’s briftle 
* has been ufed.—-— .2 popu. isha 

* The want of curiofity; even in fume of their people of dif- 
* tinction, is very remarkable:) itis true, the greateft part of 
* thefe are of mean parentage and education, and are fallen 
* very low in point of knowledge, tho’ they have good natu- 
* rab parts’: this is, indeed,'the-lefs {urprizing, as reading, the 
* firft ftep to knowledge;' of late years, has been as little taught 
* toithofe bred to atnis;. asito the vulgar; .we may fay it is 
‘more peculiar to the Afullabs. ‘They-alfo fall into a great 
* abfurdity in their manner of inftructing; Lb thave obferved 
* their boys reading leffons:out of the Khoran in Arabic, which 
* they do'not underftand;..and, to add to.this farce, as they 
* fit, diey make a motion. with their head:and body, alledging 
* that this helps ftudy: thus does affectation fupply: the place 
* of teal-learning. Vhey-acknowledge that the Européans 
* have two eyes, and theimfelves but one ;- or, inother words, 
* that we have knowledge, and an vuniverfal. {kill in arts and 
* {tieness, to-many.of which they are entire ftrangers ; and, 
| £2 ‘ if 


Ans Me 
































340 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


© if I miftake not, their prefent method of education isno, 
© likely to remove this evil. 

‘ Thus the revolutions of time, and the changes to which 
¢ human affairs are fubject, in confequence of men’s iniquity, 
¢ have involved thefe nations in ignorance, who once enjoyed 
¢ all the advantages which could grace and adorn human na- 
* ture, and were diftinguifhed as patterns of learning and po- 
* litenefs.’ 

From the above extracts it is obvious to obferve, how apt 
mr. Hanway is to ftart from his fubject, and indulge himfelf in 
reflections ; his refleQions however are generally juft and fen- 
fible ; they feem to flow from a mind deeply imprefled with the 
awes of deity, and full of the warmeft benevolence to mankind ; 
and can be difagreeable to no readers, but fuch as are either 
unaccuftomed to think ferioufly on fubjeéts of the higheft im- 


portance, or afraid of doing it. 


(To be continued.) 
Arr. xuiv. The letters of Marcus Tullius Cicero to /everal 
of his friends, with remarks by William Melmoth, efq; 
O€tavo, three volumes, 158. Dodfley. 





F all thofe who, in antient times, have made a figure 

in the commonwealth of learning, Cicero will readily be 
allowed to be one of the greateft. His writings on the fub- 
jects both of philofophy and eloquence, have been the delight 
and admiration of the fucceeding ages; and admired undoubtedly 
they will ftill continue to be, fo long as mankind have any re- 
gard left for juft thinking, exact reafoning, and manly eloquence. 
ut of all the writings of this extraordinary genius, there are 
none, perhaps, more inftructive and entertaining than his fami- 
har letters; they contain fome of the beft memoirs extant of that 
bufy age, which prodaced fo many. ard fuch furprizing revo- 
lutions in the Roman commonwealth, and give us a clearer in- 
fight into the fecret fprings and caufes of them, and the charac- 
ters of perfons and parties, than any other monuments that are 
Neft of thofe times. But not to infift upon this, nor the pecu- 
liar pleafure attending the perufal of the friendly and intimate 
correfpondences of great men with their cotemporaries, Cicero's 
letters are very valuable, as they exhibit his charaéter in a cleat 
and full light; a character which has been generally mifun- 
derftood, tho’, as mr. Melmoth juftly obferves, it is more open 


to difcovery than any one, perhaps, in all antiquity. = 
I wh@ 


































For MAY, 1753: 341 


who read them with impartiality and due attention, whatever 
pleafure they may take in contemplating the character of Cicero, 
as a father, a hufband, or a friend, will find little reafon, we 
imagine, for afcribing to him the patriot charaéter, and be in- 
clined to think that there is no great foundation for thofe high 
encomiums, that have been beftowed upon his political con- 
du@&, by antient and modern panegyrifts. : 

With regard to the tranflation of thefe letters now before 
us, we fhall only fay, that it is fuch as might be expected from 
the truly ingenious and elegant tranflator of Pliny’s letters. 
The principal defign of it, as mr. Mel/moth himfelf informs us, 
is to trace the condu@, and enquire into the character, of Cicero; 
with this view there are many judicious and curious remarks 
annexed: the letters are placed according to their fuppofed 
dates, and at the end of each volume is an index referring to 
the order in which they ftand in the common editions. ‘That 
our readers may judge how mr. Meélmeth has fucceeded, we 
fha!l infert the following fpecimen. 


Jo Lentulus. 


¢ It is with fingular pleafurel perceive by your letter, that you 
© are fenfible I will not fay of my affection only, but of my devo- 
¢ tion towards you. Even that facred term indeed can but ill ex- 
‘ prefs the fentiments you merit from me: and if you efteem 
© yourfelf (as you would perfuade me) obliged by my endeavours 
‘ to ferve you, it is your friendfhip alone which can make you 
‘ think fo. I am fure at leaft I could not refufe you my beft 
‘ good offices, without being guilty of the moft unpardonable 
‘ ingratitude. You would have experienced however much 
‘ ftronger and more powerful inftances of my friendfhip, if, 
‘ inftead of being thus long feparated from each other, we had 
© paffed this interval together at Rome. It is not only in the par- 
* ticular article you mention, and in which no man is more qua- 
‘ lified tofhine, that I impatiently with to. receive you as my 
* co-adjutor ; it is not, I fay, in the fenate alone, that our ami- 
* cable concurrence would have been diftinguifhed : it would 
‘ have appeared confpicuous, my friend, in every a&t of public 
* concernment. Suffer me then to add, ere, agreeably to 
* your requeft, I inform ,you of my political fentiments and 
* fituation, that if fortune had. not thus divided.us, I fhould 
* have enjoyed in you a wife and faithful guide; as you would 
* have found in me, a kind, a friendly, and, perhaps, no un- 
* experienced affociate. However, I rejoice (as undoubtedly 
* Tought) at the honourable occafion of your abfence, and in 
* which your military coriduct and fuccefs has procured you 
Z 3 * the 
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the illuftrious title of smperater. Neverthelefs, I muft re. 
peat it again, it is owing-to this circumftance that you have 
not received far more abundant and efficacious fruits:of that 
friendfhip, to which you have fo, undifputed a claim, In 
particular, I fhould moft ftrenuoufly have united with you in 
taking juft vengeance on thofe whole ill offices you haye ex. 
perienced, partly in refentment of your having fupported 
and prote€led me in my adverfity, and partly as they, envy 
you the glory of fo generous an a¢tion. One of them however 
has fufficiently anticipated our revenge, and drawn down b 

his own hands the chaftifement he merits from ours. The 
perfon 1 mean, is that man who has ever diftinguifhed him- 
felf by oppofing his benefzétors, and who, after having re- 
ceived from you the higheft fervices, fingled you out as the 
object of his impotent malice. This man, in confequence 
of being detected in his late tnfamous attempts, has entirely 
and irretrievably loft at once both his honour and his liberty, 
As to yourfelf, tho’ ] had much rather you fhould gain ex- 
perience by my misfortunes than yourown; yet it affords 
me fome confojation under your prefent difappointment, that 


you have not paid fo fevere a fine as did, for being taught: 


the little dependence there is upon the profeffions of the 
world. A reflection this, which may very properly ferve as 
an introduCtion to the account you require of the motives of 
my late tranfactions. 

* You are informed then, it feems, that I am reconciled 
with Czfar and Appius ; a ftep, you aflure me, which you 
do not difapprove. But youare at a lofs to guef$ what rea- 
fons could induce me to appear at the trial of Vatinius, not 
only as an advocate, but}as a witnefs in his favour. To fet 
this matter in the cleareft light, it will be neceflary to trace 
back the motives of my condué to their original fource. 

* Let me obferve then, my Lentulus, that when I was re- 
called from exile by your generous offices, I confidered my- 
felf as reftored, not only to my friends and to my family, 
but to the commonwealth in general. And as you had a 
right to the beft returns of my affeétion and gratitude, for 
the diftinguifhed part you acted in that affair; fo I thought 
there was fomething more than ordinary due from me to my 
country, which had fo fingularly co-operated with you upon 
this occafion. I often took an opportunity, during your 
con{ulate, of publickly declaring thefe my fentiments in the 
fenate: as I always, you well know, exprefled myfelf to 
the fame purpofe in our private converfations. Neverthe- 
lefs, I had many reafons at that time to be highly ee 
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‘ {could not, in truth, but obferve the difguifed malice of 
* fome, and the coolnefs of others, when you were endeavour- 
‘ ing to procure a decree for reftoring the infcription of that 
¢ honourable monument of my public fervices, which had been 
¢ erected by the fenate. But it was not only in this inftance, 
‘ that thofe who had many obligations to concur in your good 
‘ offices towards gme, acted a part I had little reafon to expect. 
‘ They looked indeed with much ung@nerous indifference on 
‘ the cruel outrage which was offered to my brother and my- 
¢ felf under our own roof: and the eftimate they made in 
* purfuance of the fenate’s order, of the damages I had fuftain- 
‘ ed by thefe acts of violence, was far unequal to my real lofs. 
¢ This laft article of their injuftice, tho’ leaft indeed in my 
‘ concern, I could not but very fenfibly feel amidft the gene- 
¢ ral wreck of my fortunes. But tho’ thefe mortifying marks 
¢ of their difpofition towards me, were much too notorious to 
‘ efcape my obfervation; they could not efface the more 
‘ agreeable impreffions of their former friendfhip. For this 
‘ reafon, notwithftanding thofe high obligations-I had to Pom- 
* pey, of which you yourfelf were witnefs, and have often men- 
‘ tioned ; notwithftanding alfo the affection and efteem which 
‘ Jalways entertained for him; yet I ftill firmly adhered to my 
‘ political principles: nor fuffered thefe confiderations of pri- 
‘ vate amity to influence me in favour of his public meafures. 
‘ Accordingly, when Vatinius (who at the trial of P. Sextius, 
‘ was examined as a witnefs againft him) intimated, that Cz- 
‘ far’s fucceffes had reconciled me to his party, I told him, in 
* the prefence of Pompey, that I preferred the fate of Bibulus, 
‘ unhappy as he might efteem it, to all the fplendid triumphs 
* of the moft victorious general, I afferted likewife upon ano- 
* ther occafion (and aflerted too in the hearing of Pompey) 
‘ that the fame perfons who confined Bibulus to his houfe 
* had driven me from mine. Indeed the whole feries of thofe 
* interrogatories which I put to Vatinius at this trial, was en- 
* tirely defigned as an invedlive againft his tribunate: and I 
* particularly expofed with much freedom and indignation, his 
* contempt of the aufpices, his corrupt diftribution of foreign 
* kingdoms, together with the reft of his violent and illegal 
* proceedings. But it'was not only upon this occafion that I 
* {poke thus unrefervedly.: I frequently avowed my fentiments 
* with the fame refolute fpirit in the fenate. Thus when ar- 
* cellinus and Philippus were confuls, I carried a motion that 
* the affair of the Campanian lands fhould be referred to the 
* re-confideration of a full houfe, on the fifteenth of May 
* following. Now, tell me, my friend, could | poflibly have 
| “ZL 4 * made 
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made a bolder or more formidable attack upon this party ? 
Could 1 poffibly have given a more convincing evidence, 
that I had not departed from my old principles, notwith- 
ftanding all I had formerly fuffered for their fake? The 
truth of it is, this motion greatly exafperated, not only thofe 
whom it was reafonable to expect it would offend, but others 
upon whom I did not imagine it would have had any fuch 
effeét. Pcmpey, foon after this decree had paffed, fet for- 
ward upon his expedition into Sardinia and Africa, without 
giving me the leaft intimation of his being difgufted. In his 
way thither he had a conference with Cafar at Luca, who 
made great complaints of this motion. He had before, it 
feems, been informed of it by Craffus at Ravenna; who 
took that opportunity of inceniing him againft me. And it 
appeared afterwards, that Pompey was likewife much diffatis. 
fied upon the fame account. ‘This I learnt from feveral 
hands, but particularly from my brother, who met him in 
Sardinia a few days after he had left Luca. Pompey told him 
he was extremely glad of that accidental interview, as he 
wanted much to talk withhim. He began with faying, that 
as my brother ftood engaged for my conduét, he fhould ex- 
pect him to exert all his endeavours to influence me accord- 
ly. Pompey then proceeded very warmly to remonftrate 
againft my late motion in the fenate, reminding my brother 
of his fervices to us bath, and particularly of what had paffed 
between them concerning Cz/ar’s edi&s, and of thofe affu- 
rances, he faid, my brother bad given him of the meafures 
I would purfue with refpeét to that article. He added, that 


my brother himfelf was witnefs, that the fteps he had taken . 


formerly for procuring my recall, were with the full confent 
and approbation of Cz/ar. Upon the whole, therefore, he 
intreated him, if it were either not in my power or my in- 
clination to fupport the intereft and dignity of the latter, 
that he would at leaft prevail with me not to oppofe them. 
The account which my brother gave me of this converfation; 
together with a meflage I had before received from Pompey by 
Vibullius, to requeft that I would not proceed any farther in 
the affair of the Campanian lands till his return, threw me 
into a ferious train of reflections. I could net but think, 
after having performed and fuffered fo much for my country, 
that I might now at leaft be permitted to confider what was 
due to gratitude and to the honour of my brother: and as I 
had ever conduéted myfelf with integrity towards the peb- 
lic: I might be allowed, Ihoped, to aét the fame honeft 
part ih my more private conneétions. During the time! 
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¢ was engaged in thefe' votes and other proceedings, with which 
‘ Pompey appeared thus diflaticfied, I was informed of what 
¢ pafled in the converfations of a fet of men, whom you will 


* now guefs without my naming. . This party, tho’ they ap- 


* proved of my public meafures, as being agreeable to what 
¢ had-ever been their profefled fentiments; were yet fo unge- 
¢ nerous as to exprefs great fatisfaction in believing that my 
¢ conduct would by no means oblige Pompey, at the fame time 
¢ that it would highly exafperate Cz/ar. Well might I re- 
‘ fent, indeed, fo injurious a treatment ; but much more when 
‘ I faw them, even before my face, malicioufly encouraging 
¢ and carefling my avowed enemy :—mine, do I call him? 
* Rather let me fay, an enemy to the Jaws and tranquility of 
‘his country, and to every character of worth and virtue 
‘ amongft us. ; 
« Their malevovence, however, had not the effect they in- 
* tended, and it could not warm me into thofe t:anfports of 
‘ indignation, of which my heart is now, indeed, no longer 
‘ fufceptible. On the contrary, it only induced me to exa- 
* mine my fituation in all its various circumftances and rela- 
$ tions, with the greateft coolnefs and impartiality : the pro- 
© cefs and refult of which I will lay before you in as few words 
¢ as I am able. 
* There have been times, as experience no lefs than hiftory 
* have taught me, when the power of the commonwealth was 
§ in worthlefs and wicked hands. In fuch a conjuncture, no 
* hopes of intercft (which I have at all times moft heartily 
$ contemned) nor fear of danger, (which upon fome occafions 
* however has influenced the greateft minds) fhould prevail on 
© me to co-operate in their meafures: no not tho’ i were at- 
$ tached to them by the ftrongeft ties of friendfhip and grati- 
* tude. But when a man of Pompey’s diftinguifhed character 
* prefides over the republic; a-man who has acquired that 
f eminence of power and honour by the moft heroic actions, 
and the moft fignal fervices; I could mot imagine it would 
be imputed to me as a levity of difpofition, if in fome few 
inftances I declined a little from my general maxims, and 
complied with his inclinations. But my juttiiication | thought 
would ftill rife in its ftrepgth, when it fhould be remembered 
that I favoured his credit and dignity even from the earlieft 
part of my life ; as I particularly promoted them in my pra» 
torfhip and confulate: when it fhould be remembered, that 
* he not only affifted me with his vote and:his influence in the 
* fenate during my adverfity,: but joined his counfels and ef- 
€ forts with yours, for the fame generous purpofe; ina word, 
| ye * whey 
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when it fhould be remembered, that he has no other enemy 
in the whole commonwealth except the man who is my pro- 
fefled adverfary. In confequence of thefe fentiments, it was 
abfolutely neceflary for me, you fee, to unite with Cafar, 
as one who was joined in the fame views and the fame inte- 
réft. His friendfhip likewife, which, you are fenfible, my 
brother and I have long fhared, together with his humane 
and generous difpofition, which I have abundantly expe- 
rienced both by his-late letters and his good offices towards 
me, contributed greatly to confirm me in thefe refolutions, 
To which I muft add, that the commonwealth in general 
feemed to be moft ftrongly averfe from giving any oppofition 
to thefe extraordinary men: more efpecially after Ce/ar had 
performed fuch great and glorious exploits for the honour of 
his country. But what had ftill a farther, and very powerful 
weight in my deliberations, was Pompey’s having engaged his 
word for me to Ca/ar, as my brother had given the fame 

aflurances to Pompey. | 
¢ Plato, 1 remembered, lays it down as a maxim in his di- 
vine writings, that the people generally model their manners 
and their fentiments by thofe of the great: a maxim which at 
this juncture, I thought, merited my particular attention. 
I was convinced, indeed, of its truth, when I reflected on 
the vigorous refolutions which were taken in the. fenate on 
the memorable nones of December. And it feemed no won- 
der fo noble a fpirit fhould appear in that aflembly, after the 
animating example I had given them upon my firft entering 
on the confular office. I recollected alfo, that during the 
whole time which intervened between the expiration of my 
confulfhip, and that of Cz/ar and Bibulus, when I ftill re- 
tained a very confiderable authority in the fenate, all the bet- 
ter part of the republic were united in their fentiments. On 
the other hand, about the time you took pofleffion of your 
government in Spain, the commonwealth could not fo pro- 
perly be faid to be under the adminiftration of confuls, as of 
infamous barterers of provinces, and the mean vaflals and 
minifters of fedition. It was then that difcord and faétion 
{pread through all ranks amongft us: and I was marked out 
as the victim of party-rage. In this critical feafon, however, 
not only every man of worth, but the greater part of the 
fenators, and indeed all Jialy in general, rofe up with re- 
markable unanimity in my caufe. What the event proved, 
I forbear to mention: as in truth it is to be imputed toa 
complication of errors and artifices. But this I will fay, it 
was not forces, fo much as Jeaders to conduct them, that 
J * were 
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‘ were wanting to me at this crifis. I muft add, that what- 
ever cenfure may juftly fall on thofe who refufed me their 
«affiftance 5 moft certainly thofe who firtt promifed it, and 
then deferted me, are not lefs to be blamed. In a word, if 
‘fome of my friends may well be reproached for the timid, 
‘tho’ fincere counfels they gave me, how much more fevere 
‘ muft their condemnation prove, who artfully alarmed me 
‘ with their pretended fears? Let it be noted at the fame time 
‘to my honour, that zealous as my fellow- citizens fhewed 
‘ themfelves to rife up in the defence of a man, who had for- 
¢ merly ftood forth in theirs; yet I would not fufter them to 
¢ be expofed (unfupported as they were by thofe who ought 
6 to have been their protectors) to the barbarous infults of a 
‘ Jawlefs banditti. On the contrary, I rather chofe the world 
© fhould judge by the power of my friends in recalling me from 
‘ my exile, what their honeft unanimity could have effected, 
‘had I permitted them to have drawn their {words to pre- 
* vent it. 

* You were fenfible of this general zeal in my favour, when 
you undertook my caufe: and you not only encouraged, but 
‘ confirmed it, by your influence and authority. I fhall al- 
* ways moft. willingly acknowledge, that you were affifted 
€ upon this occafion by fome of the moft confiderable perfons 
© in Rome; who, it muft be owned, exerted themfelves with 
* much greater vigour in procuring my return, than in pre- 
§ venting my banifhment. And had they perfified in the fame 
* refolute difpofition, they might have recovered their own au- 
* thority at the fame time that they obtained my reftoration. 
‘ The fpirits, in truth, of the Ari/focratical part of the repub- 
§ lic, were at this juncture greatly raifed and animated by the 
* inflexible patriotifm of your conduct during your confulfhip, 
* together with Pompey’s concurrence in the fame meafures. 
* Ca/ar likewife, when he faw the fenate diftinguifhing his 
* glorious a€tions by the moft fingular and unprecedented ho- 
* nours, joined in adding weight to the authority of that af- 
‘fembly, Had thefe happy circumftances therefore been 
* rightly improved, it would have been impoffible for any ill- 
* defigning citizen to have violated the laws and liberties of 
‘the commonwealth. But let me intreat you to refleét a 
* moment on the fubfequent conduét of my political affociates. 
* In the firft place, they fcreened from punifhment that infa- 
* mous intruder on the matron-myfteries, who fhewed no more 
* reverence for the awful ceremonies of the goddefs, in whofe 
* honour thefe facred folemnities are celebrated, than for the 
f chaftity of his three fifters. And thus, by preventing a wor- 
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© thy tribune of the people from obtaining that juftice upon 


Clodius which he endeavoured to procure, they deprived fy- 
ture times of a moft falutary example of chaftifed fedition, 
Did not they fuffer likewife. that monument, that glorious 
monument, which was erected, not indeed with the fpoils [ 
had gained in foreign wars, but by the generofity of the fe- 
nate for my civil fervices; did they not moft fhamefully fuf- 


fer it to be infcribed with the name of the cruel and avowed: 


enemy of his country? Obliged, moft certainly, Iam to 
them, for having reftored me to the commonwealth: but I 
could wifh they had conducted themfelves, not only like 
phyficians whofe views terminate merely in the ‘health of 
their patients, but like the Alipte alfo, who endeavour to 
eftablith the fpirits and vigour of thofe under their care. 
Whereas they have acted, with rezard to me, as Apelles did 
in relation to his celebrated piClure of Venus: they have 
finifhed one part of their work with great fkill and accuracy, 
but left all the reft a mere rude and imperfeét fketch. 

* Inone article, however, I had the fatisfa€tion to difappoint 
my enemies, ‘They imagined my banifhment would have 
wrought the fame effect on me, which they falfely fuppofed 
a calamity of a like kind produced formerly in Quintus Me- 
tellus. This excellent perfon (whom I look upon to have 
been a man of the greateft fortitude and magnanimity of any 
in his times) they reprefented as broken and difpirited after 
his return fromexile. But if broken he really were, it could 
not be the effeé& of his adverfity: as it is certain he fubmit- 
ed to his fentence without the leaft reluctance, and lived 
under it, not only, with indifference, but with chearfulnefs. 
The truth is, no man ever equalled him in the ftrength and 
heroifm of his mind; no, not even the celebrated Marcus 
Scaurus himfelf. Neverthelefs, fuch as they had heard, or 
at leaft chofe to imagine Metellus ta have been, they figured 
me to themlelves: or, if poffible indeed, even yet more ab- 
je&. The reverfe, however, proved to be the cafe: and 
the general concern, which the whole republic exprefled at 
my abfence, infpired me with more vigorous fpirits than I 
had ever before enjoyed. The truth is, the fentence of ba- 
nifhment againft Adetel/us was repealed by a law propofed 


only by a fingle tribune of the people: whereas [ was re-. 


called from mine upon the motion of the conful himfelf, and 
by a law in which every magiftrate in Rome concurred. Let 
me add jikewife, that cach order and degree in the com- 
monvrealth, headed by the fenate, and fupported by all /taly, 
zealoufiy united in one common effort, for recovering me to 
* my 
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‘my country. Yet high as thefe unexampled honours were, 
‘ they have never elated my heart with pride, or tempted me 
¢ to aflume an air which could give juit offence even to the 
‘ moft malevolent of my enemies. The whole of my ambi- 
‘ tion is, not to be wanting either in advice or affiftance to 
‘ my friends; or even to thofe whom I have no great reafon 
¢ to rank inthat number. It {s this, perhaps, which has given 
¢the real ground of complaint to thofe who view only the 
¢ Juftre of my actions, but cannot be fenfible of the pains and 
‘ folicitude they coft me. But whatever the true caufe may 
‘ be, the pretended one is, my having promoted the honours 
‘ of Cefar: a circumftance which they intrepret, it feems, as 
‘a renunciation of my old maxims. The genuine motives 
¢ however of my conduét in this inftanceare, not only what 
‘ I juft before mentioned, but particularly what I hinted in the 
* beginning of my letter, and will now more fully explain. 

‘ You will not find then, my friend, the 4ri/focratical part 
© of the republic difpofed to purfue the fame fyftem, as when 
* you left them, That fyftem I mean, which I endeavoured 
6 to eftablifh when I was conful; and which, tho’ afterwards 
§ occafionally interrupted, and at length entirely overthrown, 
‘ was again fully reftored during your adminiftration. It is 
now, however, totally abandoned by thofe who ought moft 
* ftrenuoufly to have fupported it. I do not affert this upon 
the credit only of appearances, in which it is exceedingly eafy 
to diflemble; I {peak it upon the unqueftionable evidence of 
faéts, and the public proceedings of thofe who were fliled 
patriots in my confulate. The general fcheme of politics 
therefore being thus changed, it is time, moft certainly, for 
every man of prudence (in which number I have the ambi- 
tion to be juftly accounted) to vary likewife his particular 
plan. Accordingly, that chief and favourite guide of my 
principles whom I have already quoted, the divine Plate 
himfelf advifes, not to prefs any political point farther than 
is copfonant to the general fenfe of the community ; for me- 
thods of violence, he maintains, are no more to be ufed to- 
wards one’s country, than one’s parent. Upon this maxim, 
he tells us, he declined engaging in public affairs : and as he 
found the people of Athens confirmed by long habit in their 
miftaken rotions of government, he did not think it lawful 
to attempt by force, what he defpaired of effecting by per- 
fuafion. My fituation, however, is in this refpcét different 
€ from Plato’s; for on the one hand, as I have zlready em- 
* barked in public affairs, it is too late to dcliberate whether 
‘I fhould enter upon them or not: fo, on the other, the 
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Roman people are by no means fo incapable of -judging of 
their true intereft as he reprefents the Athentans, : 
¢ Jt is my happinefs, indeed, to be able by the fame meafures 
to confult at once both my own and my country’s welfare 
To thefe confiderations I muft add thofe uncommon aé@ts of 
generolity which Cz/er has exerted, both towards my bros 
ther and myfelf; fo much, indeed, beyond all example, that 
even whatever had been his fuccefs, I fhould have thought 
it incumbent upon me at leaft to have defended him. But 
now, diftinguifhed as he is, by fuch a wonderful feries of prof 
perity, and crowned with fo many glorious victories, I cannot 
but efteem it a duty which I owe the republic, abftraéted 
from all perfonal obligations to himfelf, to promote his ho- 
nours as far as lies in my power. And believe me, it is at 
once my confeflion and my glory, that next to you, together 
with the other generous authors of my reftoration, there is 
not a man in the world from whom I have received fuch 
amicable offices. »? 
* And now having laid before you the principal motives of 
my conduct in general, I fhall be the better able to {a+ 
tisfy you concerning my behaviour with refpect to Craffus 
and Vatinius in particular; for as to Appius and Cafar, I 
have the pleafure to find that you acquit me ofall reproach.’ 
‘My reconciliation then with Vatinius was effected by the 
mediation of Pompey, foon after the former was elected pra- 
tor. I muft confefs, when he petitioned to be admitted a 
candidate for that office, I very warmly oppofed him in,the 
fenate; but it was much lefs from my refentment to thé 
man himfe!f, than in order to fupport the honour and intereft 
of Gato. Soon after this he was impeached ; and it was in 
compliance with the earneft folicitation of Cajar, that I 
undertook his defence. But you muft not enquire why | 
appeared at this trial, or indeed at any other of the fame kind, 
as a witnefs in favour of the accufed, lett I fhould hereafter 
have an opportunity of retorting the queftion upon you; tho’ 
to fay.the truth, ] may fairly afk it even now: for do you 
not remember, my friend, in whofe behalf it was that you 


formerly: tranfmitted. certain: honourable teftimonials eveh 


from the utmoft limits of the Roman empire? You need 
not fcruple, however, to acknowledge the fact: for I have 
acted, and fhall continue to aét, the fame part towards thofe 
very perfons. But to return to Vatinius : befides the reaforis 
I have already affigned, 1 was provoked to engage in his 
defence, by an oppofition of the fame fort which the pard- 


* fite recommends to the amorous foldier in the play. “The 
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‘ obfequious Gnatho, you know, advifes his friend the cap- 
‘tain, whenever his miftrefs endeavours to pique his jealoufy 
« by mentioning his rival Phedria, to play off Pamphila upon 
«her in return. Thus, asI told the judges at this trial, fince 
¢ certain honourable perfons who were formerly much in my 
‘ jntereft, had thought proper by many little mortifying in- 
‘ ftances in the fenate, to carefs my avowed enemy before my 
‘ face, I thought it but equitable to have a Clodius‘on my part 
¢ jn oppofition to the Clodius on theirs. Accordingly, I have 
‘upon many occafions acted fuitably to this declaration; and 
¢ all the world acknowledges I have reafon. 

‘ Having thus explained my conduct with regard to Vati- 
‘ nius, I will now lay before you thofe motives which deter 
‘ mined me in refpect to Craffus. I was willing, for the fake 
¢ of the common caufe, to bury in oblivion the many and great 
§ injuries I had formerly received from him. Agreeably to this 
¢ difpofition, as we were then upon good terms, I fhould have 
‘ borne his unexpected defence of Gabinius, (whom he had 
‘ very lately with fo much warmth oppofed) if he had avoided 
¢ all perfonal reflections upon myfelf:: but when, with the moft 
* unprovoked violence, he broke in upon me whilft I was in the 
* midft of my fpeech,. I muft. confefs it raifed my indignation 5 
* and perhaps I took fire fo much the fooner, as poflibly there 
* ftill remained in my heart fome latent {parks of my former re- 
*fentment. However, my behaviour in the fenate upon this 
* occafion was much and generally applauded. Among the reft; 
* I was complimented likewife by the fame men whom I have of- 
* ten hinted at in this letter, and who acknowledged I had ren+ 
* dered a very effential fervice to their-caufe, by that fpirit which 
* Thad thus exerted. In fhort, they affected to fpeak of.me int 
* public, as being now indeed reftored to the commonwealth 
* in the beft and moft glorious fenfe. Neverthelefs, they had 
* the malice in their private converfations (as I was inform- 
* ed by perfons of undoubted honour) to exprefs fingular {a+ 
* tisfaction in the new variance that had thus happened betwixt 
Craffus and myfelf, as they pleafed themfelves with imagin- 
ing i¢ would for ever throw me at a diftance from thofe who 
were joined with him in the fame intereft. Pompey in the 
mean time employed incredible pains to clofe this: breach 5 
and Cz/ar alfo mentioned it in his letters as an accident that 
gave him much concern. Upon thefe confiderations, there* 
* fore, I thought it expedient to act agreeably both'to the dic- 
* tates of my natural temper, and to that experience which [ 
* bad gained by my former misfortunes. In purfuancetofithe ¢ 
* fentiments, | confented to a reconcilement ; and in order.td 
* ren- 
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‘ his government almoft from under my roof: for havingiin. 


render it more confpicuous to the world, Craffus fet ouit for 


¢ vited himfelf to {pend the preceding night with me, we 


ped together in the gardens of my fon-in-law Crafipen 
was for thefe reafons that I thought my honour obliged me'tg 


* defend his caufe in the fenate; and I| confefs I mentioned 
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him with that high applaufe, of which it feems you havé 
been informed. | : 
‘ Thus I have given you a full detail of the feveral views 
and motives by which I am governed in the prefent conjuncé 
ture, as well as of the particular difpofition in which I ftand; 
with refpect to the flender part I can pretend to claim in the 
adminiftration of public affairs. And, believe me, I fhould have 
judged and acted entirely in the fame manner, had I been to- 
tally free from every fort of amicable bias. For on the one 
hand, I fhould have efteemed it the moft abfurd folly to have 
attempted to oppofe fo fuperior a force; and, on the other; 
fuppofing it poffible, I fhould yet have deemed it imprudent 
to weaken the authority of perfons fo eminently and fo juftly 
diftinguifhed in the commonwealth. Befides, it appears td 
me to be the dictates of found policy, to act in accommoda- 
tion to particular conjunctures, and not obftinately perfevere 
in one invariable fcheme, when public circumftances, toge- 
ther with the fentiments of the beft and wifeft members of 
the community, are evidently changed. In conformity to 
this notion, the moft judicious reafoners on the great art 
of government, have univerfally condemned an inflexible 
perfeverance in one uniform tenor of meafures. The fkill 
of the pilot ‘s fhewn in weathering the ftorm at leaft, tho’ 
he fhould not gain his port; but if fhifting his fails, and 
changing his direction, will infallibly carry him with fecu- 
rity into the intended harbour, would it not be an inftance 
of moft unreafonable tenacioufnefs, to continue in the more 
hazardous courfe wherein he began his voyage? | 
* Thus, (and it is a maxim I have often had occafion to in- 
culcate) the point we ought all of us to keep in view in our 
adminiftration of the commonwealth, is the final enjoyment 
of an honourable gepofe: but the method of fecuring to 
ourfelves this dignity of retreat, is by having been inflexible 
in our intentions for the public welfare, and not by a pofitive 
perfeverance in certain favourite moses of obtaining it. To 


repeat, therefore, what I juft now declared, had I been abfo- 


lutely uninfluenced by every motive of friendfhip, I fhould 
ftill have purfued the fame public meafures in which I am 


* now engaged. But when gratitude and refentment both con- 
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‘ pire in recommending this fcheme of action to me, I can- 
¢ not hefitate a moment in adopting it; efpecially fince*it ap- 
‘ pears moft conducive to the intereft of ‘the republic in gene- 
¢ sal, as well as to my own in particular. To fpeak freely, L 
¢ g& upon this principle fo much the more frequently, and 
¢ with the lefs referve, not only as my brother is Jieutenant 
¢ under Cazfar, but as the latter receives the flighteft action, 
‘ or even word of mine in his. favour, with an air that evi- 
‘ dently fhews he confiders them as ‘obligations of the moft 
¢ fenfible kind. And, in fact, I derive the fame benefit from 
‘ that popularity and power which you know h- pofleffes, as 
‘ if they were fo many advantnges of my own. The fum of 
¢ the whole, in fhort, is this: I imagined I had no other me- 
‘ thod of counter-acting thofe perfidious defigns, with which 
‘acertain party were fecretly contriving to undermine me, 
¢ than by thus uniting the friendfhip and protection of the men 
‘in power, with thofe internal aids which have never yet 
‘ been wanting to my fupport. 

¢ Tam well perfuaded, had you been in Rome, you would 
¢ have concurred with me in thefe fentiments. I know, in- 
‘ deed, the candour and moderation of your temper; and I 
‘ know too, that your heart not only glows with friendthip 
‘ towards me, but is wholly untainted with malevolence to- 
‘ wards others: in a word, I know, that as you poflefs every 
‘ fublime and generous affection, you are incapable of any 
© thing fo mean as artifice and difguife. Neverthelefs, even 
© this elevated difpofition has not fecured you from the fame 
‘ unprovoked malice, which I have experienced in my own 
‘ affairs. I doubt not, therefore, if you had been an actor in 
* this fcene, the fame motives would have fwayed your con- 
* duct, which have governed mine. But however that may 
© be, I fhall moft certainly fubmit all my actions to your gui- 
* dance and advice, whenever I fhall again enjoy your com- 


“pany: and I am fure you will not be lefs attentive to 


* the prefervation of my honour, than you formerly were to 
* that of my perfon. Of this at leaft you may be perfuaded, 
* that you will find me a faithful friend and affociate in all 
* your counfels and meafures: as it will be the firft and daily 
* purpofe of my life, to fupply you with additional and more 
* powerful reafons for rejoicing in thofe obligations you have 
* conferred upon me. 

‘ As you defire me to fend you thofe compofitions which [ 
* have written fince you left Rome, I fhall deliver fome orations 
‘into the hands of Menccrates for that purpofe, However, 
* not taalarm you, their number is but inconfiderable ; for I 
Vou. VILL, Aa * withe 
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© withdraw as much as poffible from the contention’of the bar, 
€ in order to join thofe more gentle mufes, which were always 
* my delight, and are particularly fo at this junéture. — Ac. 
¢ cordingly, I have drawn up three dialogues upon oratory, 
* wherein I have endeavoured to imitate the manner of Ari/- 
 totle. 1 truft they will not prove altogether ufelefs to your 
© fon, as I have rejected the modern precepts of rhetoric, and 
© adopted the antient Ariffotelian and Ffocratic rules. To this 
€ catalogue of my writings | muft alfo add an hiftorical poem, 
© which I have lately compofed, in three cantos, upon the fub- 
€ je& of my vanifhment; and as a lafting memori:l likewife 
* of your friendfhip and my gratitude. This.I fhould long 
© fince have tran{mitted to you, had it been my immediate in- 
© tention to make it public: but I am difcouraged from this 


“€ defign at prefent; not, indeed, as fearing the refentment of 


© thofe who may imagine themfelves the objects of my fa- 
© tire, (for in this refpect I have been extremely tender) but 
© as finding it impoffible to make particular mention of every 
€ one from whom I received obligations at that feafon. How- 
© ever, when I fhall meet with a proper opportunity, I will 
© fend it to you, fubmitting my writings, as well as my ac- 
© tions, entirely to your judgment. I know, indeed, thefe li- 
* terary contemplations have ever been the favourite employ- 
© ment of your thoughts as well as mine. 

© Your family-concerns which you recommend to me, are 
© fo much a part of my own, that I am forry you fhould think 
* it neceflary even to remind me of them. I could not there- 
© fore read your folicitations for that purpofe, without fome 
© uneafinefs. 

* I find you were prevented by an indifpofition from going 
© the laft fummer into Cilicia, which wes the occafion, it feems, 
© of your not fettling my brother’s affairs in that province: 
© however, you give me aflurance that you will take all 
© poffible methods of adjufting them. You cannot, indeed, 
© oblige him more: and he will think himfelf as much in- 
© debted to you for procuring him this additional farm, as if 
* you Had fettled him in the pofleffion of his patrimony. In 
© the mean time, I intreat you to inform me frequently and 
© freely of all your affairs, and particularly give me an account 
© of the ftudies and exercifes in which your fon is engaged. 
For, be well perfuaded, never friend was more agreeable or 
more endeared to another, than you are to me; and of this 
truth I hope to render not only you, but all the world, and 
even pofterity itfelf, thoroughly fenfible. 
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© Appius 
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‘¢ Appius bas lately declared in the fenate (what he had be- 
‘ fore indeed often intimated in convérfation) that if he could 
€ get his proconfular comm ffion confirmed in an aflembly of 
‘ the Curia, he would caft lots with his collegue for the par- 
‘ ticular province to which they fhould refpectively fucceed : 
+ ff not; that by an amicable agreement betwixt themfelves, 
‘ he had refolved upon yours. He added, that in the cafe.of 
‘a conful, it was not abfolutely neceflary, tho’ perhaps it might 
¢ be expedient, to procure a law of this kind: and.as a gos 
¢ vernment had been appointed him by a decree of the fenate, 
‘he was intitled, he faid, im confequence of the Cornelian 
‘Jaw, toa military command, till the time of his entrance 
¢ into Rome. I know not what accounts you may have re- 
‘ ceived of this matter from your other friends; but I find the 
‘ fentiments of the world are much divided. Some are of opi- 
‘ nion, that you are not obliged to refign your government, 
¢ if your fucceffor fhould not be authorized by an aflembly of 
¢ the Curia ;° whilft others maintain, that. notwithftanding 
‘ you fhould think proper'to leave the province, you may ne- 
‘ verthelefs' depute a perfon to prefide in your abfence. As to 
¢ myfelf, I am not altogether fo clear with refpeét to the law 
‘ in-queftion ; tho’ I muft own at the fame time, my doubts 
‘ are by no means confiderable. Of this, however, | am per- 
‘ feftly fure, that it is agreeable to your honour, and to that 
* generofity of conduc in'which I know you place your higheft 
‘ gratification, quietly to yield up your province to your fuc- 


‘ ceflor ; efpecia!ly as you cannot in this inftance oppofe his . 


‘ambitious views, without incurring the fufpicion of be- 
* ing influenced. by. the fame motives yourfelf: but be that 
* as it will, I thought it incumbent upon me to inform you of 
* myfentiments ; as I fhall certainly defend yours, which ever 
‘ way they may determine you to aét. 
* After [ had finifhed my letter I received your laf, con- 
* cerning the farmers of the revenues. Your decifion, ap 
* pears to me, I muft own, perfeetly equitable; yet at the 
* fame time I cannot but wifh you might be fo happy as not 
* to difguft a body of men, whofe intereft you have hitherto 
‘ always favoured, However, you may be affured I hall fup- 
* port the decrees you have made upon this occafion;. tho? 
* you well know the temper and difpofition of thefe people, and 
‘ what formidable enemies they proved to the excellent Quine 
* tus Scevola. 1 would recommend it to you, therefore, if pofe 
* fible, to recover their good graces, or at leaft to foften them. 
* The tafk, I confefs, is difficult: but prudence, I think re- 
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© quires you fhould ufe your beft endeavours for that purpofe, 
© Farewel.’ R 


Art. xvi. Moralities ; or, effays, letters, fables, and tranflae 
tions, By fir Harry Beaumont. Odétavo. 2s. Dodfley. 





HE feveral little pieces in this entertaining performance 
are not improperly called MorALiTfres, as they all 
teach fome ufeful lefiun for the conduct of human life, point 
out the connection between virtue and happinefs, vice and mi- 
fery, and fhew what kind of behaviour will make us happy in 
ourfelves, and ufeful and agreeable to our fellow-creatures, 
Who the rea/ author is, few of our readers will be at a lofs to 
know; his manner of writing on every fubject he handles is 
eafy and natural, equally inftructive and entertaining ; and all 
his works fhew him clearly to be the friend of virtue, and the 
lover of mankind. As a fpecimen of the eafy and familiar 
manner in which his inftruétions are conveyed, we fhall lay 
before our readers fome extraéts, and firft, a letter to fir Charles 
ELafy ia town, from the parfon of his parifh in the country. 


© Dear fir Charles, 


© You will forgive your old friend, who has troubled you, 
now and then, with fomething like advice, if he fhould de 
fo once more, now there feems to be particular occafion for 
it. You fay in your laft, that you are two thoufand pound 
the poorer this.year, for play. Iam forry to hear it, with 
all my heart; for we people in the country look upon two 
thoufand pdund asa very ferious matter; and had I not 
known you fo well, I fhould have been much furprized to 
find that you could write fo gaily on lofing fuch a vaft fum 
as that is. 

‘ I know you gentlemen of the town look on gaming, only 
as an idle and weak thing at the worft; but I have long con- 
fidered it as one of the greateft /izs 1 know of. You will 
forgive an old parfon for ufing a word, which they tell me's 
almoft grown out of fafhion. 

© Will you give me leave to tell you why I look on gaming 
* as. fo very wicked a thing? It is, becaufe I think it may 
¢ make a very bad mai of a very good-one. . 

© IT know your temper very well ; and am fure, that, natu- 
* tally, you were much inclined to do good, and very defireus 


© of having a good name in the world. You were of a {weet 
 dif- 
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< difpofition from a boy; and I have feen you give fix-pence 
«toa poor old man, when you had not two pence more left 
« in your pocket. How then can you go on to be fo fond of 
« a thing, that may in time render you unwife, inglorious, un- 
¢ generous, unmerciful, and unjuft ? 

‘ I know you will laugh, and fay, I am preaching to you. 
‘ Well, that you know is my trade; and I hope I thall never 
‘ be afhamed of it. But, how does play do all the things I 
‘ have been talking of? Why, if you pleafe, I will tell you ; 
‘ and that in a few words too, tho’ I am fo old a man. 

¢ Any one’s manners muft be tinged a good deal with the 
‘ company he keeps: Now, the groom-porter’s itfelf, as I 
‘ take it, is not a place to learn much wifdom in. ‘The loweft 
‘ fort of gamefters are as weak men, take them out of cards 
‘ and dice, as ever I met with; and a man who games much 
‘ will be apt, fometimes, to fall in even with thefe, rather than 
‘ ftand out ; and confequently into converfations that are far 
‘ enough from being improving. 

‘ As for reputation, the character of a gamefter will cer- 
‘ tainly be allowed to be one of the worft in the world ; and 
tho’ the world is fo bad, there never yet was a man in it 
‘ poally efteemed for being a gamefter, that I know of. 
‘ If there has, things are grown worfe fince I was laft in town ; 
‘ which was at king George the firft’s coronation. 

* I beg you to recollect, (for I know your good difpofition) 
* how often you have been willing to relieve fome worthy 
* perfon, whom you faw in diftreis, and could not do it, be- 
* caufe the dice had run againft you a night or two before, 
* In each of thofe inftances it was the dice that made you not 
‘ pesrom, where you wanted to have been fo with all your 
* heart. 

* When an income is made too little for any gentleman, by 
* play, his poor tenants in the country muft be driven the 
* harder to pay in their rents when wanted; and the rents in 
* general muft be racked up as high as poffible, to fupply the 
* annual demands of the gaming-table: and both of thefe, I 
* fear, often in a manner that may too fairly be called un- 
* merciful. | et 

* Where gaming fwallows up good part of an income, as 
* gaming-debts muft be paid firft, moft other debts will be 
* fuffered to ftand ftill too long. The true value of money in 
* trade confifts a good deal in the circulation of it; and if 
. tradefmens debts are of long continuance, there muft be an 
* injuftice fomewhere. Either they charge no more than they 
* Mhould to a quick payer, and then you are unjuft to them, in 
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keeping them out of their money fo long; or they wil] 
© charge you more than the proper value of ‘the goods, and 
‘ then you are the occafion of injultice to yourfelf. 

© §o that all the things that I faid, J think, are'true: but 
¢ the point, I own, which grieves me the mot is, that fo ex. 
¢ cellent a turn of mind, as I know to be in you, fhould be 
‘ rendered of no effect by fuch pitiful meats. Dhave juft 


« been computing, what a vaft deal of good you might-have 


¢ done, the year laft paft; all which you have ler flip out of 
« your hands, without adding any’ "thing, either’ to your cha- 

¢ raéter, or your happinefs. “T will juft tranfcribe the account 

* I have been making, and then be your very humble feryant: 


© An account of what might have been dene by fir Charles Eafy, 
© for the benefit and bappinefs of mankind, in the year 1743. 


© fought bravely, and loft his life in the batile of 
* Dettingen. — — om: Se 


¢ Toa poor clergyman, that had bred up a large family t 


“To “prenticing out the two fons of a foldier, cott f. 
40 


© ona living of 15 /. a year. - - - 195 
* To portions for five young maids, on the day of their 
© ‘marriage with honeft cradefinen - - = t a 
¢ To cloathing and fchooling of ten boys offi EEY 100 
‘ To ’prenticing out fourteen boys and fix girls - 2.00 
‘ To fertihg up ‘four young men, jut out oftheir time, t — 
‘ in their proper trades - - 5 
¢ Loan to poor tradefmen, without intereft, Py: wy aa 
* years each - - - 
© To officers children, left in diftres 250 
© To a gentleman of birth and merit, shat 'y was. fallen 
¢ in the world - - - t a 
© To a gentlewoman, whofe father betiag a sania ek 
‘left her without any fortune, to buy. her 30/. ca 300 
¢ year for annuities for her li‘e - 
* To oceafional charities; to perfons known to be} ind, 
. * want, and to deferve help - 6 $5 
Sum total - - - 2000 


© Inftead of this, as I apprehend, in your prefent account 
© it mutt ftand all difee one article; thus, 


For the year 1743. f; 
© To cards’ and vice - - o - 2000 
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‘Ah! fir Charles, let me intreat you to compare thefe two 


‘yery different accounts together ; and to weigh the one 


‘ ggainft the other !—Had you had the happinefs to follow the 
‘former, what a pleafure muft it have given you, every time 

‘you looked it over, to confider how far you had gone,, in 

‘me year, towards making fo many worthy diftrefled perfons 

‘happy for their whole life? What have you in the ftead of 
‘this, but the mortification—I will fay no more, but lgave 

‘you to fill it up yourfelf.— Think of ita little, if it is pof~ 
‘fible for you to fit down and think, good fir Charles !—I 
‘have always loved you, as if you were my own fon. You 

‘gaye me my living, and have been ever good to me; andI 
‘could, methinks, give it all up again, to have the world 
‘peak well of you all round, as they do in moft things al- 

‘ready. When I hear any thing good of you, it is the com-’ 
‘fort of my grey hairs: and when I hear any thing ill, I feel- 
‘ithere at my heart! If you fhould happen to fend me word, 
‘this time twelvemonth, that you had difpofed of only the 

‘half of the overplus of your income, in doing good, inftead 

‘ of facrificing it all in this wretched way, I verily believe it 

‘would comfort me fo much, that it might add two or three 

‘ years to the declining life of, 

* Dear fir Charles, 
© Your moft faithful, and moft obliged 
© Humble fervant to command, 


© Philip de Coverley.’ 


We fhould be forry that any of our readers belonged to the 
low, infamous tribe of profefled gamefters ; but if any of them 
are of that clafs, the perufal of this plain, primitive letter, may 
be of great fervice to them, if they are not loft to every gene- 
fous and humane fentiment. 

For the beriefit of our female readers, we fhall clofe this ar- 
ticle with fome extraéts from a feries of letters between a mo- 
ther and her daughter lately gone to fervice. There are four 
things that the mother particularly defires of her daughter ; 
the firt is, to put her chief confidence in God, and to apply: 
often to him in prayer; the fecond, to thirk cften how much 
alife of virtue is to be preferred to a life of pleafure, and how 
much better, and more lafting a good name is, than beauty 
What fhe fays on this fecond head, is as follows. 

‘ If we called things by their right names, there is nothing 
"that deferves the name of pleafure fo truly as virtue; but 
_ one muft talk, as people are ufed to talk; and I think, by a 

life of pleafure, they generally mean a life of gaity. 

Aa 4 ‘ Now, 
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‘ ‘Now, our gaities, God knows, are at beft very trif. 
ling ; always unfatisfactory ; often attended with difficulties 
in the procuring them, and fatigue in their very enjoyment; 
and too often followed by regret and felf-condemnation, 
What they call a life of pleafure, among the great, mutt be 
a very laborious life. “hey fpend the greateft part of their 
nights, in balls and aflemblies; and fling away the greatett 
part of their days in fleep. Their life is too much oppofed 
to mature, to be capable of happinefs. It is all a hurry of 
vifits, twenty or thirty perhaps in a day ;_ to perfons for whom 
there are not a>ove two or three that they have any real 
friendfhip, or efteem, (fuppofirng them to be capable of ei- 
ther) ; a perpetual feeking after, what they call, diverfions; 
an infipidity and want of tafte, when they are engaged in 
them; and a certain languifhing and reftlefsnefs, when the 
are without them. This is not living, but a conftant endea- 
vour to cheat themfelves out of the little time they have to 
live: for they generally inherit a bad conftitution ; make it 
worfe by their abfurd way of life ; and deliver a ftill weaker 
and weaker thread down to their children. I don’t know 
any one thing more ridiculous, than the fceing their wrinkled, 
fallow faces, all fet out with diamonds. Poor miftaken gen- 
tlewomen! They fhould endeavour to avoid people’s eyes 
as much as poffible, and not to attraét them; for they are 
really adeplorable fight, and their very faces are a ftand- 
ing leflon againft the ftrange lives that they lead. 

* People in lower life, it is true, do not a& fo ridiculoufly 
as thofe in higher; but even among them too, there isa 
vaft difference between the people that live well, and the 
people that live ill. ‘I"he former are more healthy ; in bet- 
ter fpirits; fitter for bufinefs ; and more attentive to it. The 
latter are more negligent; more uneafy; more contemptible; 
and more difeafed. 

¢ In truth, either in high or in low life, virtue is only ano- 
ther name for happinefs ; and debauchery is the high road to 
mifery; and this, to me, appears juft as true and evident, 
as that moderation is always good for us, and ‘excefles al- 
ways hurtful. 

¢ But is it not acharming thing, to have youth and beauty? 
—To be followed and admired ?—To have prefents offered 
from all fides to one ?—To be invited to all diverfions, and 
to be diftinzuifhed by the men from all the reft of ‘the com- 
pany '—Yes, my dear-child! all this would be charmings 
if we had nothing to do but to darice and receive prefents; 
and if this ditin€tion of you was to laft always: but 7 
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mifchief of it is, that thefe things cannot be enjoyed wichout 
increafing your vanity every time you enjoy them; and 
fwelling up a paffion in you, that muft foon be baulked and 
difappointed. How long is this beauty to lait? There are but 
few faces that can keep it to the other fide of five and twenty : 
and how would you bear it, after having been ufed to be 
thus diftinguifhed and admired for fome time, to fink out of 
the notice of people; and to be neglected, and perhaps af- 
fronted, by the very perfons who ufed to pay the greateft 
adoration to you? 


- © Do you remember the gentleman that was with us laft au- 


, a4 - a ca - «aA - ~ « w”~ 
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tumn? And his prefenting you with that pretty flower, one 
day, on his coming out of the garden? Ido not know 
whether you underftood him er not; but 1 could read in his 
looks, that he meant it for a Jeffon to you. It is true, the 
flower was quite a pretty one; but tho’ you put it in water, 
you know it faded, and grew difagreeable, in four or five 
days ; and had it not been cropt, but fuffered to grow on in 
the garden, it would have done the fame in nine or ten. 
Now a year is to a beauty, what a day was to that flower ; 
and who would value themfelves much on the pofleffion of a 
thing, which they are fure to lofe- in fo fhort a time? 

‘ Nine or ten years is, what one may call, the natural term 
of life for beauty in a young woman: but by accidents or 
mifbehaviour, it may die long before its time. The greater 
part of what people call beauty in your face, for inftance, is 
owing to that air of innocence and modefty that is in it: if 
once you fhould fuffer yourfelf to be ruined by any bafe man, 
all that would foon vanifh; and affurance and uglinefs would 
come in the room of it. And if other bad confequences fhould 
follow, (for other bad ones there are, of more forts than 


-one,) you would lofe your bloom too; and then all’s gone! 


‘ But keep your reputation, as you have hitherto kept it; 
and that will be a beauty which will laft to the end of your 
days: for it will be only the more confirmed and brighten- 
ed by.time. That will fecure you efteem, when all the pre- 


- fent form of your face is vanifhed away; and will be always 


mellowing into greater and greater charms.’ 
The third piece of advice given by this good mother (attend 


to it ye fair daughters of Britain!) is this; to have a diftrut 
of allmen, whofe characters you do not perfe&ly well know, 
and particularly of fuch as are the moft vehement in their 
praifes of you, 


$ 


‘ In writing on this fubje&, fays fhe, it may be neceflary for 


* me to take more liberties than I generally choofe todo; hut 


© as 
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‘as I know you never thew my letters to any body, (at leaft 


« fuch as turn on any fubject that ought to be kept private) [- 


‘ fhall write of it to you juft as I fhould talk of it to you, 


* if we were got together here, as we ufed to be by our par-: 


¢ Jour fire. 

‘ In the firft place then, I think, that all young women 
¢ fhould look on the men in general, as a fort of beafts of 
‘ prey. Nature has furnifhed them with (at leaft) as ftrong 
* adefire of purfuing us, as fhe has given. to the hounds to pur- 
* fue the hare; and, inreturn, fhe has furnifhed us with more 
‘ art and cunning, generally {peaking, thanthe men. If there 
© fhould be any meannefs in making ufe of thefe arts, againit 


* thefe our natural enemies; pray who is moft in fault, they’ 
* who drive us to the ufe of them, or we, who are forced to 


© ufe them in our own defence ? 


© I think the men may be very well divided into three forts :’ 
© the rattle, the honeft lover, and the fober fly deceiver.. The: 


‘ firft is like a dog that barks much, but is not apt to bite ; 
‘ the fecond (like our honeft Eng/ifh xem S won’t hurt 
‘ you, if you let them alone, and may be of fervice to you’ 
* if you take them for yourdefence: but the third will creep 
* to your heels, before you are aware of him, and will cer- 


* tainly bite you if he can. The cool, temperate deceiver, is 


* by much the moft dangerous of the whole pack. 

¢ There may bea fourth fet of men, which I hardly thought 
* worth mentioning ; what they call (by the fame name that 
“ we give fome of our lap-dogs) the fops. But thefe are fuch 
* infignificant things in themfelves, and will evidently appear 
© to be fo much more in love with themfelves, than they are 
“ with you, that I hope you can be in no manner of danger 
* from them. 

* If a rattle makes any application to you, you may often, 
* very fafely, laugh at him, and with him; only take care not 
* to give him any fuch encouragements, as may enable him to’ 
* complain of you with reafon when you reject him. This 
‘ kind of creature is rather defpicable, than dangerous: ule’ 
‘ him like the puppy that he is, and when you are tired of 
* him, turn him out of the room. 

* If an honeft lover offers his fervices to you, ufe him civily 
* andopenly. In fuch a cafe, there are two or three things 
* to be confidered: -whether you choofe to marry ; whether 
€ you fhould like to marry him in particular or not; and whe- 


.* ther you have, or thall probably get enough between you, to 


‘live eafy and comfortably. If all thefe things hit to your 
‘mind, don’t divert yourfelf, as many young. women are but 
© too 
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‘too apt to'do, with teazing and perplexing the lover that 
¢ you, like ; but grant your confent readily, when you are re- 
‘ folved to grant it. 

‘Ifa fly, infinuating man, makes his ad4 Jreffes to you call 
¢ up all your vigilance ; for all will be abfolutely neceflary, to 
‘defend you from their numberlefs artifices and ‘devices. 
¢ Thefe are the worft fort of poifonous creatures; for they 
‘are of a plesfing appearance, and often fting us before we 
‘ can be fenfible of ourdanger. Never give thefe modeft un- 
‘derminers any the leaft encouragement ; but either crufh 
‘them, or flee from them, at their firlt appearance. 

¢ J will juft give you fome marks, by which you may be 
‘ the better able to diftinguifh them. They are always over- 
‘ furnifhed with officioufnefs and afliduity, and pretended 
‘ friendfhip, and modefty, and honour. ‘They will be look- 
¢ ing you in the face for a long time together, with an air of 
¢ extreme affcétion ; tho’ at the bottom it deferves a much 
‘ worfe name. ‘Then, perhaps, they have a figh ready; or 
‘ tears, if neceflary: and their knees are fo fupple, that they 
‘ are ever ready to bend to you. They can tremble too, be- 
‘ fore they fpeak ; and when they do fpeak, it is with paufes, 
* and frequent interruptions: ‘* They have loved you a vaft 
“ while, before you faw any thing of it; (or, perhaps, before 
“ they ever faw you themfelves ;) have been languifhing the 
“ Lord knows how long in filence; fhould not have prefum- 
*6 ed to {peak at laft, but your eyes, your eyes are fo charm- 
“ ing !’—And then, ** What can thofe lips be made of, that 
“ they fhould look and tafte fo delicioufly ?””—Hang them for 
“a pack of rafcals! Don’t let them tafte your lips ; “for if you 
* do, you are undone. 

‘- There is a great deal of difference in the tcnes of honeft 
* and difhoneft love. The latter is true love over-acted : it is 
‘too vehement, and dwells perpetually on the periections 
* of your perfon; whereas honeft love, bears a vaft refem- 
* blance to friendfhip; and is indeed only the wilder and 
* younger brother of it: but falfe love will be exceffive in 
* your praifes, without any thing of the ferioufnefs or folidity 
‘of the former. It is therefore, my deareft Fenny, that I 
* once more advife you, ‘* to beware of all men, but mott of 

** thofe, who are moft vehement in their praifes of you.’ 

* My fourth piece of advice to you was, ‘* to do all you 
© can honeftly and fafely, to oblige all the family in which 
* you live: but I need not repeat to vou here what I faid 
on this head, becaufe I find by your laft, that you have al- 
* ready put it fuccefsfully in practice. That you may have 
* the 


+ 



































i NS TP I Se Se eh T MES, ae 


ee eee ae a ee ay eam a 


oun 
ee 

























EO ie 


364 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


« the fame prudence, and the fame fuccefs, as to all the reft, 
* js the earneft prayer of 


Your moft affectionate mother,’ 


Befides the letters already mentioned, and feveral fables, &¥¢, 
there is in this piece a tranflation of a dialogue of Era/mus, of: 
our Saviour’s fermon on the mount, of Xenopbon’s choice of 
Hercules, and Cebes’ piture of human life. 


2 | wis 


Art. xtvix. 4 delineation of the nature and obligation of mo- 
rality, Edinburgh, 2s. 6d. Wilfon. 





H E defign of this piece is to examine fome of the prin- 

cipal things contained in mr. Hume's book, intitled, 4n 
enquiry concerning the principles of morals. Whoever has atten- 
tively perufed that ingenious performance muft, no doubt, 
have obferved feveral exceptionable things in it; tho’ it will 
be difficult, we apprehend, to perfuade any one of the truth 
of what our author more than once infinuates, viz. that mr. 
Hume has exerted al] the force of his genius, and applied the 
whole edge of that fubtilty and acutenefs, in which he excels, 
to extenuate the difference betwixt virtue and vice, and, what 
is more, to confound both in one undiftinguifhable chaos. But 
whatever truth or candour there is jn this infinuation, it muft, 
in juftice to our author, be acknowledged, that he writes like 
one who is well acquainted with moral fubje&ls, who has care- 
fully read the beft antient and modern writers upon them, 
and like one who has a warm concern for the interefts of vir- 
tue and religion. 

In order to examine mr. Hume’s enquiry with more eafe and 
perfpicuity, he endeavours, in the firft fection of his work, to 
point out thofe principles upon which morality is founded, both 
in regard to its nature and obligation. He lays it down as a 
fundamental principle, that private happinefs, confidered in its 
full extent, mult be the chief end and obje&t of every man’s 
purfuit; and endeavours briefly to fhew, that the benevolent 
{fcheme is fo far from contradi€ting this principle, that it 
amounts to a proof and confirmation of it. After this he pro- 
ceeds to confider the general nature of virtue, how far it is 
eftablifhed in the human frame, and the conftitution of things, 
and what the peculiar force of its obligation amounts to. The 
moral fenfe, which immediately reprefents a certain tempef 
and conduct in a light peculiarly beautiful, appears, he tells 

) US, 












































For MAY, 753. 365 


ys, to be the firft motive to virtue ; but is not, he thinks, in 
itfelf fufficient to fupport the caufe of it, or give it a fuperior 
firength and command: there being various inftinéts and paf- 
fons in the human frame, that are often more ftrong and im- 
petuous, and which confequently, in an immediate competi- 
tion, muft prevail over the moral fenfe, and entirely fruftrate 
its tendency. This renders it neceflary to bring additional aid 
to virtue from the principle of refleétion and reafoning ; that 
principle which diftinguifhes the human mind, is the peculiar 
ornament of its nature, and the fource of ull its improvement. 
By means of this power, we are told, man can recognize his 
temper and affections; weigh the confequences of his actions 5 
fubdue or regulate the felf-affeGtions, by eftimating the real 
value of their objects, and thereby leffening their influence ; 
add ftrength and vigour to the virtuous affections, by attend- 
ing to their intrinfic excellence, and furveying all thofe happy 
effects which they naturally produce; conftantly carry on the 
improvements of virtue, and, from his increafing knowledge 
of the general conftitution, be more and more fatisfied that it 
is the great end of his nature, and confequently that its obli- 
gation muft be compleat. 

After paufing here a little, to confider the importance of this 
part of our conttitution, he goes on to fhew what ftrength and 
advantage the moral fenfe receives from the proper exercife of 
our reflecting faculty. What he fays on this head, we fhall 
lay before our readers, that fuch of them as are converfant in 
moral difquifitions, may fee how far he is mafter of that accu- 
racy and precifion which is neceflary to treat of them in a clear 
and fatisfactory manner. 

* The moral fenfe, then, fays he, as has been obferved, re- 
* prefents a certain temper and conduc as beautiful and agree- 
able ; but there are often other paffions, which, by too much 
recommending their favourite objects, determine us to the 
purfuit of thefe. However, when the gratification of paffion 
is over, and we are difpofed calmly to reflect upon our con- 
duct, we plainly difapprove of it; we now wifh we had 
a€ted otherwife, and complied with the fuggeftions: of the 
moral fenfe. From this reflection, the moral fenfe muft, no 
doubt, receive confiderable ftrength; becaufe this felfdif- 
approbation, tho’ fuppofed even weak, yet, as it is conftant, 
and ftill breaks in upon our calm thoughts, muft therefore 
merit the greater regard. For, whilft this remains withus, 
we can never poflefs a full tranquility of mind ;\ whereas, on 
* the other hand, a viftory over a bad paffion, tho’ the ftruggle 
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© may, in the mean time, be painful, yet afterwdrds affords 
© us a pleafing reflection. 

¢ Phe moral fenfe firft recommends virtue, of a virtuous 
€ aétion, to our praciice and purfuit, from that peculiar beau. 
© ty with which it is arrayed; and this is, no doubt, a very 
¢ proper motive to influence the mind. But then, as imother 
< cafes, we may often reafonably refift the influence of a 
¢ merely beautiful fpecies ; fo it does not appear, that Virtue, 
© confidered fimply under the charaéter of beautiful, produces 
© the force of an ob.*zation: it is therefore another modifica- 
© tion of the moral fenfe that lays the foundation of this laft 
© fentiment. And, in fact, with regard to many aétions at 
© Jeaft, we feel a fenfe. of duty pointing them out to us, as 
© what we ought to perform; and, when we act contrary to 


© this fenfe, we fuffer pain and remorfe upon refleétion s; 


© whereas, when we comply with it, we enjoy a pleafing con- 


€ fcioufnefs, and inward fatisfaction of mind. That this is. 


* really the cafe, cannot be called in quettion ; it is what we. 
© have an intimate feeling of, and there is no phenomenon of 
© the human mind that has been more univerfally acknowledg- 
‘ ed, than the fharp remorfe and painful apprehenfions of a 
© guilty confcience; And, no doubt, this reflection of the 
© mind, efpecially upon an immoral conduét, muft be of the 
© utmoft importance, and give great ftrength to the caufe of. 
© virtue. .For it is a monitor and a cenfor, lodged within our 
* own breafts, and attending us wherever we go. It allows us no 
© repofe, but ftill upbraids us with the guilt of our crimes: 
* and tho’ we may often banifh fuch reflection by a thoufand 
¢ amufements, yet it is hard to be obliged to fly from our-. 
© felves: and, whenever we happen to return again to deli- 
© berate thought, confcience feizesthe opportunity, and is apt 
“ to difturb the tranquility of our minds. Since this is the 
© cafe, every thinking man mutt find it his intereft to facri- 
‘ fice a thoufand vicious purfuits, in order to fecure peace 
© with himfelf, and obtain the pleafing approbation of his ow 
© confcience. For furely, the tranfient pleafures of vice, how- 
* ever engaging they may appear, can never countervail the 
* Jafting anguifh of a felf-condemning mind. But tho’, front 
© what has been faid, it may be fufficiently evident, that con- 
© fcience has a juft and proper authority over our actions; yet 
‘ if it be confined to the notion of a mere fentiment, this 
* do&rine may admit of confiderable qualifications and limita- 
© tions. For it will be allowed, that, ‘tho’ confcience is a 
* common principle in all, yet fome men have a greater de- 
* licacy, and quicker fenfe, in their moral feelings, than 
© others; 
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others ; on which account, the influence of confciénce mut 
be proportionably unequal indifferent perfons. But further, 
fome perfons, from bad impreffions in youth, or even from 
a continued courfe of wickednels, mav, in a great meafure,’ 
overcome the natural checks of confcience; this pririciple 
maybe, for along time, filenced, or its admonitions little 
attended to, amidft the noife and buftle of criminal puriuits ; 
and efpeciaily whilft men perceive that none of thofe evils 
come upon them, which their guilty fears are apt to fuggelt, 
they may begin to think that confeience is but a delufion, an 
empty phantom, that would frighten them with imaginary 
dangers; and, in this manner, that principle may lofe a 
reat deal of its natural authority. 

© Laft of all, when confcience is confidered only as a mere 
fentiment, lodged within a man’s own breaft, and, having 
no reference to any thing elfe that may give it ftrength and 
fupport, its influence muft receive the greateft diminution 
from this refleCtion,; for, whilft it is confidered only as a 
part of a man’s felf, hardly will its authority be recognized 
by the imperious will; which undoubtedly will endeavour 
to fubdue its influence in the fame manner as it does with 
regard to other paffions and principles of our nature. From 
thefe refleStions upon the authority of confcience, this prin- 
ciple, however confiderable in itfelf, yet cannot be thought 
a fufficient fupport to virtue, fo’as to give it an equal, uni- 
form, and effectual obligation. It plainly leaves the bad at 
more liberty than the good, and its influence muft be often 
very irregular and uncertain.’ 

Our author now proceeds to carry his views further, and 
to try what additional motives to virtue may arife from the 
hature and conftitution of things. Upon the-fuppofition that 
this univerfe, and all it contains, is the random efteé& of a for- 
tuitous concourfe of atoms, he obferves, that the foundations 
of exalted fertiment, refined affe@ion, and folid truth, are 
overturned, and confequently virtue not eafily to be diftine 
guifhed, nor much worth the feeking after. ‘Thofe who give 
into this way of thinking, he tells us, have no rational prin- 
ciple to unite them to a common fyftem, can have no view of 
happinefs beyond the prefent, and muft therefore bring down 
their ftandard of good to the obje&t of fome prefent tafte or 
paffion ; and that different, according to the particular temper 
and inclination of each. But if the univerfe is confidered as 
a regular fyftem, under the government of a wife and intel- 
ligent caufe; this view of things, we are told, diféovers to us 
a real beauty, eftablifhed in. the order and natufe of things, 
which 
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which cortéefponds to our moral fenfe, gives it at once the 
greateft improvement and moft exquifite delight ; enables us to 
correct any irregularities or diforders in it, and adjuft it to the 
true ftandard of nature. ¢ This moral beauty, fays he, will 


. 


not fimply prove an object of agreeable contemplation, it 


< muft take hold of the affe&tions, raife them above low pur- 
* fuits, and engage them with vigcur and aétivity in the pracs 


. 


tice of virtue.’ 
But tho’ this may appear to be of confiderable weight to 


eltablifh the foundation, and carry on the improvement of 
virtue, yet our author thinks it not fufficient to perfeét its ob- 
ligation. For as the perception of moral beauty depends upon 
the faculties and tafte of each particular perfon, if we fhou'd 
reft the obligation of virtue folely upon this foundation, ‘he ob- 
ferves it would be very unequal, and felt very differently, by 
different perfons. In order therefore to render the obligation 
to virtue equal and perfect, he thinks it neceflary that we trace 
the fyftem ftill higher, and carry our views to the great au- 
thor of it; and thus he endeavours to fecure and ftrengthen 
morality from a religious principle. 
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‘ ‘The authority of confcience, fays he, is juftly efteemed 2 
ftrong principle of morality: but if we confider man as an 
independent being, , it will be hard to conceive that any prin- 
ciple of the human mind fhould claim an authority over the 
mind. itfe}f, and bring it under the force of an objigation. 
In this caf, the more we reflect, we thall be thé more apt 
to fubject confcience, as well as any other principle or paf- 
fion, to the fovereignty of the will. But, when we attend 
to the idea of the divine authority, we find an evident coun- 
terpart to natural confcience; fomething which explains its 
meaning, and fecures to it an indifputable authority over 
our conduct. This reflection is even applicable to all the 
different modifications of the moral fenfe. That fenfe, when 
calmly confulted, commonly points out our duty with abun- 
dance of clearnefs; yet oppofite paffions and unexpected 
difficulties are apt to defeat its influence, and fruftrate its 
tendency. But when we bring to its aid a fenfe of the di- 
vine authority, this is fufficient to remove all thofe obftacles, 
and give it its natural and juft effect. For, tho’ the imme- 
diate fatisfaction of doing well is not always a {ufficient fup- 
port to duty, yet the profpect of a fubfequent reward mult 
ever be confidered as fuch,’ 
A little after he goes on thus. ‘ The reafon for the prac- 
tice of virtue arifes primarily from the fatisfa€tion and home- 
felt delight, which the confcioufnets of it immediately ime 
© parts; 
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‘parts; and this delight increafes in proportion as our affec- 
‘tions are refined and enlarged, by more extenfive views of | 
‘the beauty and goodnefs of the fyttem. But the moft com- 
¢ pleat counter-balance to the felf-affections, the ftrongeft mo- 
‘tive to virtue, and what renders its obligation perfect and 
‘entire, is the divine authority founded upon effential wifdom 
‘and goodnefs, interpofed in its behalf. 

‘ This confideration muft eftablifh the moft effential differ- 
‘ence betwixt virtue and vice, and impre(ts the mind of man 
« with the ftrongeft and moft invariable fenfe of this difference. 
‘« God is the center in which.the fyftem terminates, the author 
‘of its excellent conftit-tion, and the guardian of its wife 
‘laws; and a juft fenfe of this is fufficient to fix and invigo- 
¢ rate the Auctuating and feeble fentiments, to collect the dif- 
‘ fipated affections, and happily unite all in profecution of the 
‘fame beautiful and great detign.’ 

Thus have we given our readers 2 view of what our author 
fays upon the nature and obligation of morality. He clofes 
this fection with a few general refle€tions upon that idea of 
focia! virtue which arifes from the fcheme he has exhibited, 
and proceeds in the fection following to treat of juftice, and 
examine mr. Hume’s peculiar notions concerning it. We fhall 
not detain our readers with an account of what he has advan- 
ced on this fubject ; nor indeed is it neceflary, as it muft ap- 
pear obvious, we apprchen@, to all who have carefully confi- 
dered what mr. Hume had faid concerning juftice, that his no- 
tions of it are extremely fallacious. 

In the third fe&tion he treats of chaftity, which, he tells us, 
mr: Hume has thought proper entirely to difmifs, becaufe it 
does not correfpond with his imaginary notions of utility. He 
contents himfelf with fome general obfervations on this fub- 
jt, and with fhewing briefly how far chaftity is a natural 
virtue, and a fenfe of it wrought into the inward frame of our 
conflitution, efpecially as it regards the female fex; in which 
light alone the author of the exguzry is pleafed to confider it. 

The fourth fection contains reflections upon mr. Hume's 
feheme in general ; part of what he fays is as follows: ‘ There 
‘is one piece of fophiftrythat appears to run through the whole 
‘-of our author’s reafoning ; that when he aflumes what he 
fuppofes to be the proper principle of virtue, he illuftrates 
this, by condefcending on thofe qualities which he accounts 
virtuous ; and infenfibly carries the mind from qualities truly 
noble and excellent, till it is led, by many intermediate ftep:, 
to qualities whofe value is fcarcely at all perceivable: and 


~whilft he refolves them all into a fentiment of the fame kind, 
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we are apt to confound them, and are in danger of eftimat- 
ing at an equal rate, thiogs in their nature extremely differ- 
ent; at leaft this is a danger which we are not fufficiently 
guarded againft. 

¢ But this is not the moft effential error which our author 
has fallen into: he has mifunderftood the proper nature of 
virtue, and, proceeding upon a fundamental miftake, has 


been led into a thoufand abiurditics. His notion of virtue is, 


that it is the pofleffion of fuch qualities as are ufeful or agree- 
able to ourfelves or others. ‘The nature, the merit of vir- 
tue, he places in its utility, as he refolves that into a com- 
mon fentiment of humanity: bumanitv, I meaq, in the ob- 
ferver; for moft of thofe qualities placed by him among the 
virtues, are very different from humanity; and even many 
of them, as will by and by appear, do not fo much 4s be- 
long to the foul. ‘I hat virtue is recommended chiefly by 
its utility, we muft with our authof agree: but it is necef- 
fary to add further, that the utility of virtue is of a pecuiiar 
kind; it has fomething in its nature that gives it a fuperior 
excellence, and effentially diflinguifhes it from the common 
idea of utility. ‘Iho’ we are nor able to point out this qua- 
lity of virtue, from which its peculiar excellence arifes, yet 
the general confent of mankind, even of the vicious in their 
fober hours, muft be a fufficient proof that fuch a quality is 
real; becaufe fuch confent muft be founded upon fome na- 
tural fentiment which the idea of virtue immediately touches, 
But there appears no difficulty to point out this property of 
virtue, which ‘is the fource of its peculiar beauty and excel- 
lence: We have already fhewn, that an intention to do 
good, is effentially included in the notion of virtue. This 
intention is founded in original fentiment and affection, and 
capable of the greateft improvemen’, by means of proper 
reafoning and reflection, and of being thereby rendered a 
{trong and habitual principle of action. Let us then fup- 
pofe a man of this character, one wha has an habitual incli- 
nation and intention to do good, and even to fubje& his own 
private. gratifications to the more general good of others, 
who has been at pains to render this difp.fition a firm and 
uniform principle of conduct, How lovely is fuch a charac- 
ter, what a benign afpect does it bear to fociety. It is an 
original, active, and natural fource of bleflings, which are 
thence derived to mankind in bounteous and delightful 
ftreams. 

¢- What is our author’s man of virtue, in comparifon of fuch 
acharaéter? He may be wile, learned, brave, witty, chear- 
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‘ ful, handfome, cleanly, rich, and great. He may poffefs all 
thefe qualities, and a thoufand more of the fame kind, and 
yet be without virtue. For let us fuppofe, that he has no 
habitual purpofe or intention to do good to others, but that 
his own fenfual and felfifh gratification is the fole ftudy and 
care of his life: in what a mean and ingloriovs light muft 
he appear? At beft he can be confidered but as an ufelefs 
and unworthy member of fociety. But let us farther fuppofe, 
¢ that he has an habitual inclination to do ill, and takes delight 
‘¢ in mifchicf;. or, which is not much better, that he prefers 
¢ the leaft felfith pleafure to any greater degree of public good : 
‘ in this cafe he muft be regarded as the greateft nufance and 
‘ neft of fociety, and the more dangerous, the greater his qua- 
‘ lities and abilities are ; and mankind will find it their intereft, 
‘ and the beft juftice they can do to themfelves, to get rid of 
* him as foon as they can. 

¢ All thofe qualities, accounted virtuous by our author in 
¢ refpect of their utility, are indeed ufeful; but in what fenfe? 
‘In this only, that they are capable of being put to a good 
ufe: but they may be alfo put to a bad one. Now what is it 
that determines betwixt thefe different and contrary effects, 
and gives the preference to the firft? It is virtue, or the vir- 
tuous difpofition above noticed. 

* It is virtue, then, that claims the whole praife of the uti- 
* lity of thofe qualities, and not the qualities themfelves,’ 

Religion being confidered by our author as a neceflary prin- 
ciple to complete the nature, and perfect the cb.igation, of 
morality, he produces, in the fifth fection, feveral authorities 
from the antients, to fhew that in faé& it has had the force of a 
Natural and univerfal principle, in oppofition to the au- 
thor of the enquiry, who, he tells us, fuppofes it to be an 
unnatural and artificial principle ; a principle which with the 
antients was little regarded, did not operate upon their conduct, 
orinfluence them in the common affairs of life; but was limited 
and confined to their temples. Nay, further, if we believe 
our author, mr. Hume confiders religion as oppofite to the 
principles of morality, and tending to prevent the exertion and 
difplay of our virtuous inclinations. Whether mr. Hume be 
jultly chargeable with this or not, is not our province to de- 
termine ; our readers muft judge for thensfelves, 

In the conclufion of this piece, we are told, that upon a 
careful examination, the fcope and tendency of mr, Hume’s 
whole reafonings will be found to be this: that virtue is that 
condu& which leads us to make the beft of life for ourfelves 
that we can, and which varies its meafures and operations, 
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according as immediate felf-intereft, in the fhape of pleafure or 
profit, may direct. And this, our author fays, juft brings us 
back to the old doétrine of Epicurus; there being no other 
d.frerence, but that the Epicureans ufed the word pleafure, 
where mr. Hume adopts that of virtue. This leads him to con- 
fider what plea pleafure has, to make’ for herfelf; after which 
he concludes his performance with fome general refleétions on 
the pleafures of virtue, and its tendency to promote the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, 
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ART. xLviit. 4 letter to dr. Lobb, concerning his writings in 
phyfic. Containing remarks upon fome of his peculiar notions 
about bleeding, purging, &c. With a poft{cript, on the man- 
ner of writing cafes of particular patients. Recommended to 


the perufal of thofe ftudents and families for whom the d:&cr 
writes. Odtavo. 1s. Roberts. 


Alfo (ART. xLIx.) 


Medical princtples and cautions. Founded on faé?s, fupported by 
reafon, and confirmed by experience. Part ll. and \aft. Where- 
in the truth of them is farther cleared, and alfo defended from 
the objeétions contained in a pamphlet intitled, A \etter to dr. 
Lobb, &Fce. And in which that author's other remarks are like- 
wife confidered. By Theophilus Lobb, M. D. member of 
the royal college of phyficians, and fellow of the royal faciety of 
London. O€tavo. 1s. 6d. Buckland, 


INCE our account of the firft part of dr. Lobb’s medical 
be, principles and cautions in the Review for December 1751. 
a fecond part has been publifhed, which contained fome anfwers 
to fuch of our remarks, as did not entirely coincide with his 
medical principles and cautions in the former. Of the pub- 
lication of this fecond part we gave a very curfory account in 
the Review for September 1752. with our general reafon for 
not replying medically to fuch anfwers; as we never propofed 
to commence controverfialifts ourfelves with any author on 
any fubject: tho’ we fhall make the moft equitable reprefen- 
tation in our power, between all parties, of any controverly 
in which the public may be materially interefted; a fpecimen 
of our conduét in which refpeét we have a prefent occafion of 
exhibiting: as, befides our remarks on the firft part, it has 
further produced an anonymous pamphlet, intitled, 4 /etter ta 
dr.Lobb, &c. as above. To thisletter dr. Lobb has replied in 
a third and laft part, as above-cited alfo. ) a 

c. 


























For MAY, 1753. 373 


We fhould have taken an earlier notice of the anonymous 
Letter, which has teen long publifhed ; but as it was natural to 
expect the doctor would repiv to one, in which «o many ob- 
jections had been urged to his medical fentiments and practice, 
with confiderable poignancy, we deferred it til! the publicasion 
of this third part, which we might fuppofe would enable us to 
recite the doctor’s anfwers, in his own words, to the anony- 
mous writer’s arguments and objections in his, «hich mutt be 
the moft equitable conduct towards both. But as the de étor’s 
antagonift has fummarily, tho’ not fuperficially, confidered all 
his medical writings, which we confefs is not our own cafe, 
the greater part of them being fenior to the monthly review, we 
fhall forbear, as far as we can with tolerable perfpicuity, and 
without the palpable. mutilation af any material argument, to 
cite any thing from either writer, that does not principally re- 
late to the medical principles and cautions: as thele Jatt produc- 
tions of an author, whom the Letter, p. 2. terms voluminous, 
feem chiefly to have fuggefted this anonymous writer’s fallying 
from the prefs upon all the doctor’s labours, with a femper ego 
auditor tantum ? 

Dr. Lobt’s acknowledgment, in his fecond part, of the ge- 
eral candour in our account of the firft part, was very accep- 
table to us, as it was juft. His repeated and more emphatical 
recognition of it, in this laft, is {till more obliging; and might 
but too naturally warp us to a bias in his favour here: but as 
we fhall fincerely endeavour, at leaft, at that impartiality we 
profefs, and partiality could not truly oblige any abftracted 
and philofophical author, who mut contend lefs for victory 
than truth ; we propofe to treat this correfpondent of dr. Lebt’s 
with the fame juftice and candour as himfelf: in confequenee 
of which we mutt premife, that the very early account given 
of this Letter in the gent/eman’s magazine feems precipitate and 
partial, The ufage was little correfpondent to the title of 
their work, and appears either the effeét of much prepofleffion ; 
orfhewed the objections and arguments in the Letter to have 
been infufficiently confidered. In faying this however we do 
not aflume to afcribe any material advantage to the Letter. 
Both writers prefefs to publith from Philanthrepy: we thall 
fummarily recite their different fentiments in their own words, 
and.fubmit it to the faculty, and the public, whole fervice they 
intend, to infer which of their endeavours are moft effectually 
calculated for that purpofe. 

Dr. Lobb having, in his 1 ft part, direéted feveral cautions 
Prohibitory of bleeding, with his reafons in fupport of them, 
from §. 50 to 57, the Letter-writer, in his reflections on 
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‘hem, and on bleeding in acute cafes, refers to many pallu ges 
in the doctor’s former works: we fhall omit a good deal 
of this that may deferve.a young phyfician’s ferious attention 
on fo very important a point, and which commences at the 
26th page of the Letter. But as the doétor makes a plethora 
(except in a very few fuch acute cafes as do nor allow time 
for the operation of his medicines againft a rarefaction of the 
blood) the fole indication for bleeding, this writer fays, Letter 
p- 31, &c. 
‘ You have no where proved, that the human body is fo ex24 

* apiece of machinery, that it is confined to a precife quantity 
© of blood, as the ftandard of ,health; fo that it cannot bear a 
* few ounces more or lefs, without inconvenience. And yet 
* this is incumbent upon you, in order to fupport your-doc- 
‘ trine, of knowing how much is redundant, and of taking 
¢ away juft fo many ounces and no more. But does not the 
* contrary appear in fact, viz. that the wife author of nature 
* hath framed us otherwife, and therefore there is no fuch 
© exact ftandard; but that there may be fome variation one 
‘ way or the other, confiftent with health, and without be- 
‘ ing perceived? If it was not fo, muft we not fee a thou- 
¢ fand inconveniences, which do not occur? For meft not 
* the quantity of blood be frequently varied, by a change in 
© our way of living, as to eating and drinking, exercife, &. 
‘or by a change of weather, making the perfpiration more 
* or lefs, &c.? And yet dowe not fee moft perfons of a 
* tolerable conftitution and habit of body, bear conficerable 
* changes, of this fort, without any fcnfible difference; tho’ 
© the quantity of blood muft have been fometimes more, and 
» fometimes lefs, than any mean quantity, which you will 
* fuppofe for a ftandard? How then is any certain determi- 
* nate quantity neceflary? Muft not a ftrong healthy man, 
‘ with a good appetite and digeftion, if he lives more freely 
* than ufual for a while, (and yet not fo as to overpower his 
‘ organs) and at the fame time ufes lefs exercife, be fuppofed 
€ to have more blood than ordinary? And may he not have 
* fume increafe of this fort, without its being perceived, either 
by himéelf or by any bedy elfe; tho’ a higher degree of it 
might be very fenfible? And may not this fame man at 
ancther time, eat and drink fo much lefs, and take fo much 
more exercife than ufual; that he muft be allowed to have 
lefs blood than common, and yet not perceive it? 

‘ And may not the quantity of blood be vifibly leffened by 
a wound, or an hemorrhage, or by bleeding, without any 
fenfible diminution of ftrength, and even when it could “i 
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be fuppofed there had been a plethora. before? Do not ing 


ftances of all thefe occur every day? How common is it 
with many people to be blooded once, or twice, or perhaps 
oftner in a year, of their own accord, and without any oc- 
cahon, from a wanton cuftom, ora foolifh notion of keeping 
themfelves well? Do they perceive their ftrength abated 
by it? If they did, would they not leave off the cufom? 
Wiil not a labouring man in perfect health, be blooded to 
twelve or fixteen ounces, or more, on a /unday morning, 
and go to his hard work the next day with as much vigour 
and itrength as the day before he was blooded? And can 
you fuppofe that all thefe people have a plethora, every time 
they are blooded, without perceiving any abatement of 
ftrength? If you do, I think you may as well fuppofe, that 
all people in good health have a plethora; and then, accord- 
ing to your own principles, they may fa’ely be blooded at 
the beginning at Jeait of any difeafe. But if thefe people 
have not always a plethora, when they are blooded without 
a diminution of ftrength; is not this a proof, in fact, againft 
your theory, that bleeding muft always neceflarily diminith the 
vital frength, in proportion to the quantity taken away when 
there is no plethora ? And is not this as good an argumént 
that patients may be fafely blooded, once at leaft, in the be- 
ginning of a fever, tho’ they have not a plethora, as any you 
have produced againft bleeding? Indeed, from your chief 
diagnoftic of a plethora, viz, that the pulje is full, flow, or 
heavy, one would fuppofe you do not allow, that it can exift 
after the very beginning of a fever; for.if the pulfe is guicé 
and firong, and the heat of the body intenfe, then you conclude 
there is no plethora, but only a rarefaétion. So that it fhould 
feem, as foon as great heat comes on, with a quick ftrong 
pulfe, the plethora is gone, how great foever it was a little 
while before. And vet you fometimes admit of a plethora 
and a rarefaction together ; and in many places of your books 
vou advife bleeding in fevers. if there is a plethora, which I 
fhall leave to you to reconcile.’ 

It being material and incumbent iadeed, that dr. Lobb fhould 


fix fome pretty certain crite: ion of this fanguine plethora, which 
is very nearly his fole indication for bleeding, and which he 
acknowleges it difficult to afcertain the precife excefs of, the 
Letter quotes a paflage from his Ra rioNAL Metuop, §. 461. 
462. where he favs, ‘* In order to determine the quantity of 
** blood to be taken away when there is a plethora, we mutt 
“‘ have regard to the weight of the body of the patient, and 
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“< proportion the evacuation to it, if we would proceed with 
“¢ exactnefs and due propriety.” “To which the Letter-writer 
replies, Let. p. 35, 36. ‘ As to your rule, about the weight 
* of the body, furely it bad need to have been more parti- 
€ cularly explained. For is the due quantity of blood al- 
* ways proportional to the weight of the body? And if 
that were fo, muft the degree of the plethcra be always 
in the fame proportion ? How does it agree with your 
commoa experience ? How does it agree with your 
own dotrine, about bleeding fat people *? Muft a 
fat man, who weighs three hundred pounds, be blooded 
twice as much asa ftrong lean man, who weighs a hundred 
and fifty pounds; or what mutt be the proportion of the blood 
taken away, 10 the weight of the body? In fhort, the only 
proper rule to determine the quantity to be taken away at 
once, and whether to repeat bleeding or not, is to confider 
well, and judge by the age, the ftiength, and conftitution 
of the patient, by the fymptoms, the pulfe, and all the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe taken together. And he that judges 
thus, will very rarely hurt his patient, by taking away too 
much blood; at leaft ‘as feldom as you will by taking too 
little, or none at all.’ 

His reflections on bleeding from other indications and cir- 
cumftances, and from a general experience of its effects, are 
continued to p. 54. They ceferve to be confidered well, efpe- 
cially as dr. Lolb has given anfwers to fome of them in his 
third part, and after taxing this author with obfvurity and un- 
certainty on this head, and making fome conceffions himfelf 
on bleeding once or twice in hale fanguine perfons, and in 
fome difeafes, tho’ there was no excefs of blood, obferves, 

* §. 485. But the point in queftion is, Whether, as a ge- 
neral rule, bleeding, and repeated bleeding, may be fafe-and 
neceflary for thofe fick people, who have too little blood, or 
no more than a ftate of health requires; and efpecially when 
their difeafes may be cured without this evacuation.’ 

‘The affirmative of this, he thinks, the writer fhould have 
proved, which he obferves has never been done. And then, 
,in anfwer to the writer’s arguments, that many of the dan- 
gers and inconveniences from a plethora, may occur equally 
from a rarefaction, and fo call for the fame evacuation, he 
fays; after admitting the abatement of the diftention of the 


veflels, and of the force of the blood; by it, it fhould be re- 
membered, 
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¢§. 493. 1- That in the forts of patients, of which we are 
‘ fpeaking, there is no excefs in the quantity of their blood to 
« need this evacuation. 

«§. 494. 2. That the thing wanted to fecure their reco- 
‘very, isthe altering, or removing the febrific quality (which 
¢ produces their fever) and not the diminution of the quantity 
¢ of their blood. 

¢§. 495. 3. That repeated bleedings of fuch patients, un- 
‘ avoidably will leffen the fecretion of the nervous fluid, by 
‘ diminifhing the quantity of that matter in the blood, which 
‘ conftitutes the fluid of the nerves, when fecreted into them, 
‘and will relax the animal veffels no lefs than abate the di- 
‘ ftention of the fanzguine arteries and veins; and thus will 
é diminifh their vital ftrength, in proportion to the quantity 
‘ of blood taken from them: and hereby will render their re- 
‘covery more doubtful, and at leaft more flow. 

‘§. 496. 4. That bleeding thefe forts of patients is need- 
‘ lefs; becaufe their difeafes, and the various fvmptoms inci- 
‘ dent to them, may be happily cured without it; as I can, 
© and do truly affirm from numberlefs facis in the courfe of 
‘ my practice.’ 

To the Letter-writer’s objecting the authorities of Hippo- 
crates, Boerhaave, and Sydenham, to his notions of bleeding, 
the Dr. fays, 

*§. 507. Reply 1. Ihave a great regard to the judg- 
* ment of learned authors, though no implicit faith in any 
‘man; and when I read precepts, or ru/es of practice, not 
.* fupported by proper reafons, and have weighty objections 
‘ againft them, | conclude they are miftaken advices, and 
* hope to be excufed for thinking them fuch. 

© §. 508. Reply z. It is incumbent on thofe, who urge 
* againft me the authorities of Hippocrates, Sydenham, and 
* Boerhaave, and of all other wife writers; I fay it is incum- 
* bent on them to fhew, that thofe excellent authors intended 
* to recommend bleeding the fick, and repeated bleedings, 
(not only for thofe who have too much blood at the begin- 
ning of their ficknefs, but likewife) for thofe who have no 
more blood than a ftate of health requires, and for thofe, 
who have too little: and till this is done, there is no reafon 
to plead the authority of thofe worthy perfons againft my 
opinion. 

* §. 509. For my own part, I cannot allow myfelf to think 
* that either Hippocrates, or Sydenham, or Boerhaave, or that 
* all the other wife writers, made mo difference in the different 
© cales 
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* cafes of the fick, as to the quantity of their blood; it feems 
* jnjurious to the reputation of their judgment to imagine, 
that they deligned to recommend an indifiriminate ule of 
* blood-letting.’ 
Neither, to be juft, can we difcern, that. the Letter-writer 
contends to eftablith an indifcriminate ufe of it, which muf 
be the height of abfurdity. 
The Letter-writer having appeal’d to experience, in fun- 
rt of his own notions on bleeding, p. 37. where he fays, 
* It would be eafy to produce an hundred inftances to sour 
* one, of perfons that have recovered from fevers by the help 
* of bleeding, and many cafes where it had the principal fhare 
© in the cure,’ 
Dr. Lobb, * §. 519, replies, 1. That in order to judge rightly 
of the force of this argument, we muft ftill diftinguith betweca 
the three different forts of patients, viz. 1. Thofe who have 
too much blood, and whofe fever very much depends on the 
excefs of its quantity. And as to thefe, bleeding is a moft 
proper remedy, and recommended by my firft principle. 
« §. 520. But inftances of fuch patients, cured of fevers by 
the help of bleeding, are not faéts to be alledged againft my 
opinion ; becaufe there is no debate about taking away blood 
from them. 3 
© §. 521. Perfons healthy and in high Jife, and all who feed 
heartily, and live fedentarily, and ufe little exercife, gene- 
rally have too much blood; and I fhould advife bleeding 
them in the beginning of many fevers, and other fudden and 
acute diltempers, if 1 was called to them in the beginning of 
their ficknefs. 
© §. 522. This fort of patients commonly find fenfible re- 
lief, and real and lafting advantage, by an early ufe of this 
evacuation, if a moderate quantity of blood is taken away, 
and the bleeding not too often repeated. 
© §. 523. But as to the two other forts of patients, vz 
Thofe who have too little biood, and thofe who have no 
more than a ftate of health requires, the queftion is, whe- 
ther it is rational, neceflary, and bencfici«l, or even fafe to 
take blood largely from them, and to repeat the evacuation 
again andagiin? And the enquiry now is, whether expe- 
rience affords any argument for the fupport of fuch praétice? 
« §. 524. It muft be obferved. 1. That every phyficians 
¢ pretty much employed, has the.three forts of ‘patients noted 
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¢ §. 525. And if this author has had thofe feveral forts of 
t patients, they ought to be diftinguifhed, according to the 
¢ difference in the quantity of their blood. 

* §. 526. And the only facts of perfons recovered from fe- 
« vers, and finding benefit by diminifhing the quantity of the 
‘ patient’s blood, muft be taken from the fecond and third 
¢ clafs of patients, and not from the firft of them. 

The Dr. adds, * §. 530. And therefore, tho’ experience 
‘ fhews the advantayes of taking away blood from thofe who 
‘ had too much, and were hale perfons of a fanguine conftitu- 
‘tion, and perfons who fanguify copioufly and fpeedily, and 
‘ therefore could bear bleeding without fuffering by it; yet 
‘the want of inftances of real benefit from blood-letting, in 
‘the two other forts of patients, fhews that experience 
‘ought not to be pleaded for the evacu.tion, as a remedy 
‘ to promote their recovery. | 

‘ §. 521. And then concludes, it is evident from what 
‘ has been faid, 1. That neither this auther’s argument from 
‘the effects of bleeding, when there is a rarefaction of the 
‘ blood; nor, 2. That of authorities; nor, 3. That of expe- 
‘ rience, has any force. to recommend the ufe of bleeding per- 
‘ fons under fevers, who have too little blood, or no more 
‘ than a ftate of hea'th requires.’ 

The do@or having feveral cautions in his fitft part, with re- 
gard to fuch patients and cafes as he judges vomits improper 
for, fone of which limitations are juft, tho’ the whole evince 
the do¢tor’s diflike of this evacuation, the letter-writer ob- 
ferves, * * You fay, ** itis advifed by fome authors as an ufeful 
‘* remedy, and in fome cafes it has proved beneficial ; but you 
“know by experience, that the advantages obtained by it 
‘* may as effectually be obtained by more gentle medicines 
*€ without it.’’ ‘This ts foon faid, but prove it, and eris mihi 
© magnus Apollo, Here too we have the ftrongeft authorities 
aga'nft you, if that were any argument with you. We have 
Hippocrates on our fide, and others of the wifeft antients ; 
we have Sydenham and Boerhaave, and I think all other good 
auihors, and all wife practitioners at this day, except only 
* yourfelf. And if we do not know certainly, by manifold ex- 
perience, :the good effects of vomits in many diforders of the 
ftomach and bowels, furely we know nothing in phyfic. 
How often have we feen very great and fpeedy effects from 
the operation of a vomit? Of what benefit have they been 
found in the beginning of fome continued fevers, from the 
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© days of Hippocrates to the prefent time? How great mifchief 
¢ and danger often arife in the progrefs of a fever, from the 
¢ omiffion of a vomit in the beginning? Vide Sydenham. Of 
how great fervice do we often find them in intermitting fe. 
vers, (tho’ you fay they are not neceflary, as thefe and all 
other fevers may be happily cured without them) in almoft 
all difeafes, which arife from excefs or deficiency in the ex- 
cretion of the bile; in ficknefs, and other diforders of the 
ftomach; in fluxes, in the jaundice, &c.? How often does 
nature plainly point out this evacuation to us? How often 
does fhe relieve herfelf, and carry off a diforder by fponta- 
neous difcharges? And how dangerous may it be in fome 
cafes to ftop a vomiting too foon, thereby oppofing nature’s 
efforts, and locking up noxious humours, which rather want 
the affiftance of art to evacuate them? We may appeal to 
our patients, for the manifeft advantage they frequently re- 
ceive from vomits in many cafes. And very deficient would 
our practice be, fo far as I know, if we were deprived of 
the ufeofthem. How did Sydenham with for a more gentle, 
and yet effectual vomiting medicine, than the antimonial 
ones, which were chiefly ufed in his time? And how would 
he have rejoiced at fo ufeful a difcovery, as that of ipecacoanha, 
if it had happened in hisday? And all the faculty, I be- 
lieve, rejoice at it, except yourfelf. But to you the difco-. 
very feems to be of no value, as you have no occafion for it. 
By what means you cure a diarrhea, or a dyfentery, I can- 
not tell; but I fhould not know how to manage them pro- 
perly without specacoanha and rhubarb, or fome other vomit- 
ing and purging medicines. When you firft commenced 
author, you admitted of fome, at leaft, of the fame indic¢a- 
tions for vomits with other pra¢titioners, but now you feem 
to have laid them quite afide. Whether this proceeds from a pe- 
© culiar, new acquired tendernels in you to your patients, that 
* you would fave them the fatigue of a vomit; or from oppo- 
© fition to the reft of the faculty, or an over-fondnefs for a 
© method of your own contriving, I will not determine. But. 
« I will venture to fay, that it is neceflary for you to fet forth 
© the fafety, the efficacy, and the fpeedy operation of your 
‘ medicines, which are to fupply the place of vomits, in a clear 
¢ and demonttrative light; before you will prevail upon either 
© practitioners or patients to lay afide a remedy, which long 
* and confiftent experience has fhown to be of fo much im- 
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* portance, and fo plainly and remarkably ufeful in a great | 


¢ variety of cafes.’ To which dr, Lobb replies, after aver- 
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ring the other has brought fo argument againft: any one of his 
four cautions concerning vomiting medicines : 
« §. 535. Reply 1. “I grant that great advantage, in fome 

‘ cafes, has been received by means of vomiting ‘medicines ; ; 
¢ but as to fome of thefe ic docs not hence follow, that they 
‘ could not have been relieved, and freed from their diforders 
‘ by more gentle remedies. 

¢ §. 536. There are indeed fome cafes in which {peedy vo- 
¢ miting is very needful, vz. When perfons have taken fome 
+ poifon into their ftomach, and when the ftomach is loaded 
‘ with aliments, too much ip quantity, or of a quality not 
. ealy to be digefted. 

© §. 537- V omiting does not appear to me a remedy that 
‘ is frequently wanted: -a general indifcrtminate ufe of fit I 
‘ think fhouid be prevented by proper reftri€tions ; and thofe 
‘ cafes fo very particularly defcribed, in which it ‘ought to be 
‘ advifed, that every practitioner in phyfic may be guarded 
‘ acainft a wrong ule of it.” 

The Dr. then admi iring how the notion of a foul ftomach 
came to prevail, as he thinks no parts of the body. can be kept 
cleaner than the whole alimentary du, from its continual ufe 
and friction ; and after obferving the inverfion of the periftaltic 
mation, and the great agitation from vomits, further adds, 

‘ §. 562. Reply 2. This author bids me prove that the ad- 
‘ vantages obtained by vomiting may as effectually be obtained 
* by more gentle medicines, without it : this is already proved 
* by every hiftory and cafe related in the books pudlithed by me, 
‘ in which the patients had any fymptoms, which he thinks 
‘ indicate the ufe of vomiting medicines: and I may add, 
that I have found no difficulty in relieving my patients of 
© thofe diforders, for the cure of which vomiting is often ad- 
‘ vifed; and therefore, as other perfons have the liberty of 
ading according to their own judgment, I hope to be ex- 
cufed in dire€ting according to mine; and likewife for com- 
municating my fentiments of this violent remedy, with the 
reafons of them. 
© §. 565. This author fhould have fhewed, that Hippocrates 
and others of the wife{t antients, and that Sydenham and 
Boerhaave, and all other good authors, and all wife prac- 
titioners at this day, recommend the prefcribing vomiting 
medicines in thofe cafes wherein my cautions reprefent it 
asimproper. And till this is done, the plea of authorities is 
entirely groundlefs, and has no manner of weight, or fig- 
nificancy, in our preieni debate.” 
To the Letter writer’s argument from experience he replies : 


* §. 569. 
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© §. 569. Reply 1. The only experience proper to be al- 
© ledged as an argument againft my cautions, are inftances of 
‘ good effeéts produced by vomiting in thofe cafes wherein 
‘ my Cautions reprefent it as improper. The advantages 
which the fick in other cafes receive by it, are nothing to 
* the purpofe. 
“ §. 570. Reply 2. Altho’ the advantages which many pa- 
tients have received in other cafes, prove that this remedy is 
fafe, and beneficial in fuch cafes; vet ‘they do not prove 
that it is neceflary, except in the cafes mentioned, fect. 5 36, 
becaufe there are other medicines more gentle in their ope- 
ration, and yet effectual to the fame intention: and in con- 
firmation of this, [ need only mention the hiftories and cafes 
referred to in fect. 562.’ 
The Letter-writer endeavours to reprefent the doCtor’s prin- 
ciples and cautions in regard to purging, as incongruous with 
fome of his former writings, and even with his practice, as 
follows: Letter, p. 61. 
* As to purging medicines, you lay it down as a principle, 
*¢ ‘That they are not to be given in difeafes, when the quan- 
*¢ tity of lymph does not exceed the ftandard of health.”” But 
muft I not purge in a quinfey, to make a revulfion, and fave 
my patient from being fuffocated ; or in a colic from har- 
dened faces pent up, which occafion tormenting pains, and 
threaten an inflammation or a mortification, till I have 
mide a nice calculation (if 1 could do it) whether he has 
any lymph to fpare? Muft I be afraid to purge away bile, 
or other offending humours, with which the bowels are load- 
ed, left I fhould draw off a few ounces of lymph too much? 
Do not you allow fometimes, whien it fuits your argument, 
that if the lymph be diminifhed, it is eafily and foon re- 
cruited? But when you are fpeaking againft purging, you 
are afraid of making the bloéd tuo thick. And where it has 
toa little ferum, or is vifcid, as in rheumatifms, you pofitively 
forbid purging. Others approve of purging in a rheumatifm, 
and think they find great benefit by it. Even you yourtelf ad- 
mit in ane place, fpeaking of the va/z. inbalantia, that 
“¢ many of the moit fubtle particles of purging medicines are. 
*¢ conveyed into the blood, and mix with it, and attenuate the 
‘* fluids, and render many morbific humours fit for evacua- 
€ tion by ftool.” Therefore may it not happen, upon your 
‘ own argument, that a well-chofen purge may thin the blood 
«-jn a rheumatifm by ‘its attenuating quality, as much or more 
* than it can thicken it by drawing off lymph? [ wonder you 
*-are not afraid’ of purging after the fmall-pox, aig ce 
. § blgo 


ee ee ee ee ee . 


Cn en ee ee ee ee ee 













































































For MAY, 1753. 383 


‘ blood is often found to be very vifcid. And if purging did, 
‘ in fact, thicken the blood fo much as you would have us 
‘ believe, one might expe& in fome cafes, where brifk purges 
‘ have been frequently repeated; as for inftance, in a robuft 
¢ young man, who has had a gonorrhea virulenta, but other- 
¢ wife in good health, and his blood and lymph in due pro- 
‘portion ; that by drawing off fo much lymph, the blood 
‘ muft be reduced to a coagulum, and ftagnate, and the pa- 
‘tient die. But as we fee no fuch thing happen, in this or 
¢ other cafes of fmart purging; we furely have no reafon to 
‘ think about it in cafes where we purge moderately or gently. 
¢ And we make a diftinétion in the choice of our purges, ac- 
‘cording to the di‘order and the intention ; tho’ you make 
‘pone here, but forbid all in general, as well the lenient, as 
‘ the rough and draftic ones, unlefsthere be too great a quan- 
‘tity of lymph: fome of which might indeed be drawn off 
‘ by the latter fort, tho’ perhaps many times it may not be 
‘moved at all by gentle purges. hus, in fome of your 
§ painful diftempers, we might prefcribe a biifk purge with 
‘fuccefs. But in the beginning of fevers, (where you ex- 
6 prefly forbid ail) we fhould chufe the mildeft that can anfwer 
‘ our purpofe of clearing the prime vie. And for this pra- 
* étice too we have authority fufiicient. We have Aippocrates 
‘on our fide here alfo, who ufed to purge in the beginning of 
® fevers, efpecially when he found the materia turgens and the 
‘humours in motion. We have Sydenham and Boerhaave, 
* and all wife men with us, that I know of, except yourfelf. 
* Nay, we have even your own authority for it in one place, 
‘in the {trongeft terms ; where you prefcribe a purge in the 
‘ beginring of a fever, at leaft as freely, and with as little 
‘limitation, as I think moft phyficians would do; and with 
‘a further defign too, than merely to cleanfe the prime vie; 
* which may perhaps have been very well done, by the means 
* you had ordered before.’ 

This writer fhews this inftance was in the firft period of the 
fmall-pox, where, after bleeding, giving a vomit, and a gly- 
fter, if the fever, notwithftanding, continued very vio- 
lent, the Dr. advifed a gentle purge to give but three or four 
ftools at.moft, and then adds : * Who would fay more than this, 
* and what more need to be faid to recommend gentle purg- 
* ing in the. beginning of fevers? How you would like this 
* anfwer in any body’s words but your own; to your abfolute 
* general caution, ** not to prefcribe purging medicines in’ the 
# beginning of fevers, of before their declination,” or- Low ° 
* you 
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* you can reconcile thefe inconfiftences, | muft leave to you,’ 
To all this, dr. Lold anfwers, 

© §. 574. That this author fays not one word to thew the 
impropriety either of the principle, or the caution; nor cop. 
* fidered the reafons affigned in fupport of them. - 

« §. 575. Nay, inftead hereof, without diftinguifhing dif- 
‘ ferent cafes, without giving any general rules, or cautions 
“ about prefcribing purging medicines, tho’ very much want- 
* ed; and without forming fo much as one argument againft 
“ any of my cautions, he prefently refers to fect. 577. in’ my 
© book on painful diftempers, in which I deliver My Opinion, 
* that purging is improper, and will be hurtful in thofe pain- 
© ful diffempers which have viicid humours for their caufe. 

© §. 576. I own that fuch is my opinion, and that I neither 
* bleed nor purge perfons under the rheumatifm, and yet hap- 
© pily fucceed in the cure of it. 

‘ §. 577. I may add, that I do not purge patients ina 
* quinley, and yet find no difficulty to prevent their being 
* fuffocated.’ 

‘Then with regard to the authorities of Hippocrates, Syden- 
ham, and Boerhaave, urged againft him, the dodtor, after fay- 
ing, ‘ This author, deftitute of arguments,’ [ which is eafier 
indeed to affert than prove, as he feems not feldom unfophifti- 
cally argumentative to our poor apprehenfion] ¢ infifts on his 
* favourite topic of authorities,’ adds, 

© § 579. Reply 1. That my opinion may not be mifun- 
‘ derftood, or mifreprefented, I defire it may be remembered, 
© that the purging which I difapprove, and againft which my 
* cautions are intended, is the giving pj:rgative medicines in 
* thofe dofes which will fo much increafe the number of the 
* ftools, as to diminifh the difcharges by infenfible perfpira- 
* tion, and hinder, or abate the excretion of morbid and fuper- 
* fluous humours from the blood to, and through the fuper- 
© ficies of the body. 

* §. 582. Reply z. The authority of Hippocrates, of Sy- 
denham, of Boerhaave, and of ail wife men, ought not to 
be mentioned, and cannot with any thew of reafon, be urged 
as an argument again{t my opinion and cautions, till it has 
_been proved, that thofe authors do plainly recommend. purg- 
ing in thofe very cafes, wherein my, cautions reprefent it as 
‘Improper. And he fhould likewife thew, that ail wife men 
* have the fame fentiments.. _ ai 

Next with regard to the author’s own authority for purging 
being urged againft his caution prohiditing it, he a if 
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¢ §. 585. They who thall read the fection referred to, by 
tthe Letter writer, will be fatisfied, that there is no hiftory of 
i my prefcribing for any patient, but fhewing in theory, that 
‘ apprehended fome gentle purgetives may properly, and bene- 
‘ficially be given to fome patients in the febrile period of the 
¢ fmall-pox. 

‘ §. 586. Hence, I think, it plainly appears, that his urg- 
‘ing my Own authority has no foundation; and that he is not 
‘ {uficiently careful to give a right reprefentation of things.’ 

We chufe to omit what the Letter-writer fays on falivations 
and confequently the doétor’s anfwer to it, as he has no article 
relating to it in the firft part of the medical principles, which 
chiefly occafioned this letter: but it may be material to. ob- 
ferve, that dr. Lebb affirms in his anfwer to this point, fee. 
53g. that in all his practice he never put one patient under 
‘a falivation, tho’ he has had many under the venereal difeafe 
‘who recovered without it.’ Now fuppofing fuch patients 
aftifted with the fevereft fymptoms of it, we heartily congra- 
tulate the public and the doctor on fo important a difcovery. 

The doctor’s antagonift, having no ftri€tures on his cautions 
concerning urine and fweat, proceeds to confider one of his 
cautions on blifters, which is, ‘* not to prefcribe the applica- 
“ tion of blifters to a woman, when fhe has her men/es lowing, 
“ except the flux is too great.”” This again, fays the writer, p. 
‘66, is one of your uncommon notions, which I fhould real- 
‘ly have fuppofed to have been a new thought of your own, 
‘if you had not quoted Bellinger’s obfervation of hzmor- 
‘ thages ceafing as foon as blifters begun to operate. But we 
‘ are neither told of what kind the hemorrhages were, nor the 
‘ caufes of them, nor with what other circumitances they were 
‘connected ;’ adding, ‘ we ought to have been told the 
‘nature of thofe hemorrhages, and the caufe they proceeded 
‘from, in which blifters had fuch an immediate effect; fince 
‘ itis plain, that as they arife from many different caufes, the 
* fame remedy cannot be proper in all, ‘Thus, if the hamor- 
rhage is produced by a fever, or fome other diforder in the 
‘ blood, which blifters can prefently cure; then we need not 
wonder, that it fhould ceafe as foon as the blifters have ope- 
rated ; for if the caufe is removed, we may expect the effect 
toceafe. But if it is owing to fome ffimulus, either in the 
urinary paflages, or other parts of the body, or in the blood 
itfelf, which the action of the cantharides is capable of in- 
crealing ; blifters muft be fo far from being a remedy in 
that cafe, that they muft be fuppofed to aggravate and in- 
creafe the difeafe. One would imagine, that if Bellinger’s 
Vou. VII. Cec * ob- 
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© obfervation is true in fome cafes, he muft firft have found 
© it out by accident, where blifters were applied for fome other 
* purpofe ; for it can hardly be conceived he fhould ever have 
# fuch a thought, as to lay on blifters with a direé& intention 
© of ftopping an hemorrhage. But as he has made no diftinc- 
€ tion, nor told us any thing of the nature or caufe of thofe 
* cafes, which he cured in this manner, (at leaft fo far as you 
“quote him) it fhould feem, that his authority can. influ. 
* ence but few to come into the practice. And yet you readi- 
* ly fall in with him, and urge his obfervation, to confirm 
* your reafoning ; when you forbid bliftersin the natural flux, 
* for fear of ftopping that beneficial evacuation, and prefcribe 
* them in general, when it is immoderate, in order to-reftrain 
ay ib For neither do you make any diftin€tion, as to the caufe 
“ the immoderate flux may proceed from, tho’ that may 
* make fo great a difference in the cure, that if blifters could 
* be proper in fome cafes, yet, neverthelefs, they might be 
© hurtful in others. Your caution is univerfal, © riever to 
“¢ apply blifters while the men/es are flowing,” let there be 
* ever fo much neceffity for them on other accounts, ‘* except 
‘© the flux is too great,” and then always to ufe them, what- 
* ever the caufe be, or whatever other circumftances belong 
“tothe cafe. If indeed blifters did always ftop all difcharges 
© of blood, from whatever caufe, ‘then to be fure we ought 
* to be very careful, how they were ufed during the regular 
© courfe of the menfes, or perhaps juft before they are expeat- 
© ed, for fear of ftopping or preventing them 5 and you would 
© certainly be right in applying them, when the flux was too 
* great. But I believe moft phyficians would praé¥ice very 
© differently from you in this cafe: that they would not abfo- 
© Jutely forbid blifters, on account of the natural flux, if there 
* were any more urgent circumftances to call for them ; but 
© would be afraid of them in an immoderate flux, or any other 
© hemorrhage, left they fhould make the cafe worfe,’ 

On turning to dr. Lobd’s article concerning bliftering, fect. 
608, we find he begins it with noting this author’s objection 
to his third caution, which is, mever to apply them to a woman 
when fhe has ber menfes flowing, except the flux is too great, On 
which occafion he complains of the letter-writer’s adding fuch 
infertions as affirm, they fhould never apply blifters while the men- 
Jes are flowing, let there be ever fo much neceffity for them on 
other accounts, except the flux is too great, and then always to ufe 
them, whateverthecaufe be. Now dr. Lbs, whocitesthe whole 
of this i Jialics; fe&t. 611. and laces it with inverted commas, 
as quoted from the Letter-writer, with a further emphatical 
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printing of NEVER and At.wAys in capitals, would induce acur- 
fory reader to conclude, that the latter had really made the Dr. 
give that caution exactly in the terms the doctor has printed it. 
But. as thefe infertions the deétor complains of are printed in 
the Letter,exa¢ily as we have reprinted thear here, in a.different 
type from the words of his caution, and without. the capitals 
he has fupplied, it does not appear he has put thofe words, into 
the doétor’s mouth, of which the doétor accufes him; but that 
thofe members of the period, printed in the general type of the 
Letter, appeared to its writer as inferences obvioufly refulting 
from the caution; and as he has printed them very fairly, no 
fenfible, ingenuous reader can take them for any thing elle. 
Tho’ the title of this article be concerning bliftering, we 
find nothing more of it here, fince 39 .fections out of 46, of 
which it confifts, are employed in a further defence or expla- 
nation of his notions on bleeding and purging, on which heads 
we refer the reader to them from §. 622 to 653 inclufive. But 
befides his attack of this caution, the Letter--writer endeavours 
to prove the doctor miftaken and incongruous in his ufe of 
blifters in the {mall pox, faying, p. 69, 70. ‘ So that where the 
* fluids are vifcid, with a weak pulfe, you would have them 
 aét upon both folids and fluids; but where the blood is dif- 
folved and broken, they are to aét only upon the folids, to 
ftrengthen and recover their tone. And it is upon this prin- 
ciple, doubtlefs, that you prefcribe them freely in the bleed 
ing foit of fmall-pox. I fhall only fay, that I believe there 
are very few, if any, phyficians, who would agree with you in 
the ufe of blitters in the true bleeding fmall-pox. Which, 
by the way, I think one of the moft deplorable cafes we 
meet with, notwithftanding the ufe of the bark, and allum, 
and acids; all which I have often prefcribed in vain, but fhall 
again prefcribe as occafions offer; in hopes of meeting with 
that fuccefs, which fome ‘ew late writers {peak of, and be- 
caufe I think thefe medicines can do no harm, and I know 
nothing elfe that feems fo likely to do good. But as.to blif- 
ters, they appear to me to bedirecily burtful. For where the 
blood is too much diffolved and broken already, if the can- 
tharides {hould aé upon the remaining red globules, and dif- 
folve them too, (as there is too much reafon to fear may 
happen, atid you cannot fay it will not) muft it not be melt. 
éd down to a kind of ichor, which will not be contained 
im the vefiels, but will burft out with more violence, where 
ithas already got vent; or perhaps make fome new paflages, 
and the patient foon be deftroyed? And it fhould always be 
Cc 2 va 
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a fundamental rule in phyfic, that in cafes where we can do 


good, we fhould take all poffible care that we do no harm.’ 


Tothis dr, Lobéd replies: §.688. 1. That he has given no rea. 
fon for his opinion. 2. That fince blifters are proper in cafes 
where the pulfe is too weak, the vital heat too little, and the 
veflels lax, the application of them to patients under fuch 
fymptoms was very proper ; and the more fo, as their effe@s, 
if they operate, are fpeedy ; and therefore the more needful; 
when there can be but a few hours for the trial of any 
remedies. 

© §. 689. If it fhall be objected, that when the texture 
of the blood is broken, the particles of the cantharides, 
which paft into it, may increafe the diflolution of it. 
© §. 690. It may be anfwered, 1. ‘That if it be the nature 
of cantharides to diflolve the blood, the application of blifters 
made with them ought never to be advifed; becaufe, fon 
one account of that quality ) they cannot be. fafe.. 

‘ §. 691. 2. That no proof has hitherto been given of fuch 
a diffolvent quality in the cantharides ; the learned and inge- 
nious dr. Pringle (who has. much obliged the world by his 
curious experiments) did not find by his examinations, that 
cantharides haftened putrefaction. 
‘ §. 692. 3. That fuppofing fuch a quality in thefe infe&s, 
and that the application of them will produce a diflolution of 
the texture of the blood, in cafes where it is the only reme- 
dy ufed, yet it cannot be hence inferred, that fuch will be 
the effect, when thofe medicines are at that fame time gi- 
ven inwardly, which may ftop the putrefaction of the blood, 
and alter the quality of any diflolvent particles mixed with it. 
© §. 693. 4. That altho’ the application of blifters was in- 


© effectual in the cafes referred to, yet it was evidently ufeful 
© to other variolous patients. 
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‘6 §. 697. It deferves this author’s notice (who builds fo 
much'on authorities) that dr. AZayern, treating on the {mall- 
pox, lays it down as a general rule, when the danger of the 
patient is great, to apply feveral and large blifters. 

‘ §. 698. And, I may add, that dr. Adortom ufed to pre- 
fcribe this remedy for patients under the fame difeafe. 
© §. 699. It is ftill evident to me, that the application of 


-blifters to variolous patients is very proper, when they are 


under fome fymptoms: not when the maturation goes on 
brifkly, not when the febrile heat is intenfe, not when the 


_pulfe is too quick and too ftrong; but when the pulfe i is 


weak, and languid, when the heat of the body is too little, 
and 
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© and the veflels are lax, and when there. happens no fuppu- 
¢ ration of the puftules in the period of it.’ 

Thus have we gone through the Letter-writer’s objections to 
fach of dr. Lodd’s principles and cautions, with regard to dif- 
ferent evacuations, as he has objected to; and annexed the 
Dr’s anfwers, (both in their own words,) without recurring to 
any fentiment of our own, in our account of the Dr’s firft part, 
where§ver it mightcoincide with, or vary from, either of them : 
and far from afluming to pronounce between them at prefent; 
which province, as meer, and, we hope, as impartial repor- 
ters, we fubmit to the medical Jterati. ‘The other parts of | 
the Letter relate more particularly to other parts of the Dr’s 
works ; and contain fome reflections on his qualifications and 
conduct, as a phyfician and writer, which will certainly ap- 
pear in a different light to different perfons, from a variety of 
attachments and ways of thinking. But the gentleman, to 
whom thefe ftrictures are directed, evidently confiders them as 
very heinous offences ; and pioufly warns the offender, in his 
conclufion, toa repentance, under very fevere and durable pe- 
nalttes. The Letter, on the other hand, concludes with a 
poftfcript on the manner of writing cafes of particular patients, 
with which it feems dr. £45’s other works abound. And in- 
deed we fhou!d be too manileftly partial, to fupprefs our fen- 
timents of the good fenfe it is wrote with, and our -approba- 
tion of that candour, pertinence and modefty he recommends 
in writing and publifhing them; the great fearcity of fuch 
cafes being a very important defideratum in medical writers. 

It feems, upon the whole, fome difadvantage to dr. Lodé in 
this debate, (for which proper allowance fhould be made) that 
the nature of his medical principles and cautions being di- 
‘dactic and preceptory, makes him gencraly appear not only 
pretty authoritative, but alfo reprehenfive of the medical prac- 
tice of others: tho’ even after our brief remarks on the firft 
part.ofthem, in his fecond ; and {till more after this gentle- 
man’s, in his laft, he explains himfelf, to limit thefe to ftudents 
and perfons neceflarily employed in adminiftring phyfic, tho’ 
of inferior qualifications. It may be queftioned, however, 
whether it had nor been decent and prudent too,.to have averr’d 
this imitation in fuch exprefs terms, at the very outfet of thefe 
medical principles and cautions, as to have rendered fuch an 
explanation fuperfluous ; which might tend at the fame time 
to place his abilities in a lefs invidious view. Befides, as thefe 
principles and cautions are fuppofed to be founded full as 
much on his experience as h’s erudition, they compel him to 
fomething like an habitual reference to his very frequent cures, 
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in evidence and corroboration of them. Now though we af- 
fure ourfelves of their certainty from his veracity, (notwithftand- 
ing fome may think fuch frequent references beneath a member 
of the college) it requires the utmoft addrefs of writing to be 
acceptabletoothers, when we manifeftly indulge the commend- 
ing ourfelves; a fubject, which the ingenious and worthy Cowe 
ley truly obferves, is the moft difficult to write upon. On the 
other hand, the anonymous writer here rarely fpeaks of him- 
felf, but of his medical] fentiments; and feems rather to con- 
fider himfelf involved with the many, whofe medical character 
he thinks invaded by the doétor’s general cenfures; and whofe 
practice he may imagine liable to be contracted, in confequence 
of his directions to patients and families. Now we are apt to 
confider him, who undertakes the defence of others as well as 
himfelf, in a more amiable light, and under a more generous 
character, than a perfon who is much employed in exhibiting 
his own, Which too often implies a diminution of others. Ne- 
verthelefs, we fhould confider, that on fuch important points 
as the health and life of our fpecies, a phyfician, who is alfo 
a very good man, may be a¢ted by other motives than the 
love of fame or lucre, in publifhing the experience he has had 
of a falutary treatment_of difeafes; and that there may be no 
way fo effeCtual to extend the vital benefit of it, as a recital of 
the cafes and their fuccefsful treatment.—But as our refolution 
to do entire juftice to each of thefe writers has fwelled this 
double article with unufual long citations, we chufe to conclude 
it here, without pretending to foretel, when both parties may 
agree to finifh it. For tho’ dr. Zebb declares he defigns to 
write no more on this tubject, the Letter-writer has not been 
fo explicit about his purpote. And tho’ the former affirms, 
he does not intend to give himfelf the trouble of reading any 
thing the other fhall publith, perhaps his anonymous correlf- 
pondent may conclude that afirmation obligatory on a a 





Art. L, Bifep Burnet’s bifory of his own time, &e. vol. 
iv. 8vo. Millar.* 


FEATS volume completes the new edition of this valuable 
work ; which is rendered more ufeful by the addition 
of a copious index to the whole, and a chronological and 
particular account of the works of the learned and laborious 
prelate, connected and difpofed under proper heads, and in- 
terfperfed with fome critical and hiftorical- obfervations. 


* See the Reviesu for lal Fanua-y, p 32. 
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The chronological account, &c. was compiled by the re- 
verend mr. Flexman, and is defigned to exhibit to the public 
,more adequate idea of the excellent bifhop, as a writer, 
under the different characters of a preacher, hiftorian, &c, 
From a tranfient infpection of it, we may obferve, that it con- 
taineth above thirty different pieces, which were written and 

lithed by bifhop Burnet, but yet are not included in the lift 
annexed to the hiftory of his life. It is divided into the fol- 
lowing heads ;- 1 ft. fermons ; 2d, difcourfes and traéts in dir 
vinity; 3d, tracts againft popery ; 4th, tracts polemical, po- 
litical and mifcellaneous: sth, hiftory and hiftorical tracts. 
To fome of the fermons and traéts are added brief critical 
and hiftorical notes, which either reprefent the occafion and 
defign of their being publifhed, or the confequences thereof, 
together with the fentiments of fome celebrated writers con- 
cerning them. ‘To which is added the infcription on the 
bifhop’s monument in St, Fames’s church, Clerkenwell, with 
an Engli/h verfion of the fame. 27 


nen 
‘MonTuiy Catarocve for May, 1753. 


POETICAL, 


I, ONOPOLIZA: or, Cre/fus turn’d Poulterer. An’ 
epic poem. Book the fir/, folio, ts. Cooper. 
Tho’ the title-page has not a very poetical afpeét, yet this 
work (which is a fatire on the affociation for preferving the 
game) is neither barren of invention, nor poetical imagery 5 
and is upon the whole far from being a defpicable perfor 
mance, 
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Il. An ode on benevolence: to which are prefixed, Obfervae | . 


tions on Education, Tafle, and Peetry. K fol. 1s, Cooper. 

We find nothing to commend in this poem; which is ine 
tended as a-compliment to Stephen Beckingham, efq; 

III, Tbrenadia, or, an elegy on the unexpected and unlament- 
ed death of the M—of B— ; faithfully done into modern Enge 
li~h, from the genuine manufcript in the Grubffrect vatican 3 
and now publifhed, together with the original proeme and an- 
notations, By ‘fo. Freinfhemius, 4to. 6d. Oxford printed. 

A very humorous lampoon, on a gentleman of Oxford, in 
the intereft of lord Parker and Sit Edward Turner. 

IV. Alfred the great, deliverer of his country. A tra- 
gedy. By the author of the Friendly Rivals, (See Review 
vol, 6th, p. 396.) 8vo. 1s. Mechel. 

As it would be difficult to charaéterife this performance in 
terms adequate to its merit, we fhall only fay, that this king 
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 Saulill twill by locke. 
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Alfred may, with great propriety be coupled with mr. FYyy. 
derfon’s queen Arfinoe. See Review, vol. 6. p. 315. 

VY. Sevenoke. A poem. Humbly infenbed to his grace 
the duke of Dorfet, By W. Harrod. 4to. 1s. Fuller, 

The beauties of Sevenoke, and the country about it, are 
here defcribed, inno contemptible blank-verfe, 

VI. Vers de Voltaire au Rai de Prufe, Witha tranflation, 
fol. 6d. Daedfley. 

As thefe verfes have made their appearance in our news- 
papers, it is unneceffary to fay any thing of them here, 

II. The loves of Hero and Leander ; a poetical tranflation 

from the Greek of Mufeus. By F. Slade. 4to. 1s. Owen, 

To this piece is prefixed an advertifment, importing, that 
the author had no oftentatious view in publifhing his tranfla- 
tion ; that he was not apprized of any tranflation prior to his 
own, till after he had finifhed it, upon which’ account he 
thought he might as wel! offer it to the public. In our opi- 
men-mr,.Slade might as well have forborn offering his tranf- 
Jation to the public, as his reputation wou’d have loft no- 
thing by his fuppreffing it. 

VIII. Bum-fedder for the ladies. A poem on foft paper. fol. 
6d. Lewis. ICA 

Impudent and illiterate nonfenf¢ ! 

IX. The Rebearfal, or Bays in Petticoats. A comedy in 


two acts, as it is performed at the theatre-royal in Drury-/ane, 


Written by mrs. Clive. Bvo. 1s. Dedfly. 

- This piece. met with fome applaufe in the reprefentation, 
As it is a female production, we fhall not be feverely critical 
upon it; all that we have therefore to add, is, that as the 
Jady cou’d not print her acting with her*writing, it appears 
to want, in thcreading, fome of that fpirit, humour, and 
meaning, which it might feem to have on the flage, from the 
briJliancy of her performance. | 

X. The Carnation; to the honourable AZ Grace Pelham. 
A poem vupon her marriage to the honourable Lewis Wat/on, 
efq;—By R. Dyer. qto, 1S. Dedjley. 

This poem is defigned to compliment the above-mentioned 
ladv and gev\tleman. The veries were prefented witha nofe- 
gay, chiefly compofed of carnations, which the ingenious 
duthor had vaifed, with uncommon bloom and fragrance, at 
the deadeft feafon of the year. 

Xl. Precepts. A poem. Addreffed to the tca/?s of Great 
Britain in genera}, but particularly to mifs——By the revd. 
mr. Humphry Smythies, late of Emmanual College, Cambriage, 
4to, 23. 6d, Newdery. 

Though 
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Though this piece has but a very fmall fhare of merit, con- 
fidered as a poem, yet it contains many excellent precepts to 
the fair-fex in general, and is, on that account, well worthy 
of their attentive perufal. 

XII. Tne Lap-dog: or, truth in a fable. Dedicated to 
the celebrated actrefs mrs. Cibber. fol. 6d. Doughty. 

We have received the following letter, concerning this 
{mall piece. 


To the authors of the Monihly Review, 


GENTLEMEN, 

Find the writer of the Gentleman’s Magazine of laft month, 

gives me as the author of a little poem call’d the Lap-dog, 
&c. What led him inté that miftake, is pretty obvious: but, 
I folemnly declare I never wrote one word in that poem, or 
ever faw it till it was printed. I have fince learned that 
it is a female produétiows and the lady’s firft effay of this 
kind ; and I can afflure the public that, tho’ the fable is in- 
vention, the ftory is founded on undeniable facts; and that 
the has ftriétly kept to her title, by conveying Truth in a 
Fable. 


May r1th, Yours, &c. 
1753. Tue. Crpsper, 
XIII. Contemplation. 4to. 1s. Dedfley. 


An ingenious poem, written in the manner of mr. Gray’s 
church-yard elegy ; and which wou’d have appeared to greater 
advantage, had it preceded, inftead of following, the pub- 
lication of that excellent original. 


POLITICAL. 


XIV. A letter to a member of parliament, on the regiftring 
and numbering the people of Great Britain. Humbly in- 
fcribed to § D M, efq; 8vo. 6d. Owen. 

There are fome very good paflages in this pamphlet; but 
the reputation of the author will gain little by this obfervation, 
when we add, that they are, quotations from A/i/ton, 

XV. Some hints to prevent the choice of improper mem- 
bers to ferve in parliament. By a nobleman. 8vo. 15s. 
Sheepey. 

This is re-printed from the cautions to thofe who.are to chufe 
members. &c. written by the marquis of Hallifax, and in- 
ferted in his mifcellanies. 

XVI. Letters to the public. By the king of Pruffia. 8vo- 
6d. Owen, | 

This is faid, by fome, to be a burlefque upon certain po- 

litical 
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litical writings ; by others, that it is rather aimed at fome 
negociations and tranfactions. On our part, we confefs that 
we underftand it not; nor does fo obfcure and quaint a pro- 
duction appear to us to be worthy the royal pen it is afcrib- 
ed to: probably without foundation. 

XVII, The faurce, the frength, and the true /pirit of Laws, 
In three parts. In which the errors of M. de Montefquiou, 
and fome other eminent writers, are occafionally confidered, 
To which are added, eflays on the natural origin of political 
governments. By the count de Cataneo, a noble Venetian, 
in the fervice of the king of Pruffa. 8vo.4s. Davis. 


Whoever expects to find in this performance any thing fa-_ 


tisfactory on the fubjects mentioned in its title-page, will, on 
the perufal of it, find himfelf moft miferably difappointed, 


The author endeavours to fhew that the /ource, the Strength, 


and the true fpirit of Laws, is to be found in revelation only, 
and thinks it unlawful for any man to rely on his own difcern- 
ment, in inveftigating the laws of nature; a tafk, in which, 
he tells us, without the fupernatural affiftance of the Deity, 
to enlighten and ftrengthen us, we are incapable of making 
any progrefs. What he faysin fupport of his opinion, is 
very low and trifling, and the whole piece, indeed, extremely 
contemptible. | 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


XVIIE. Angelina. Interfperfed with the hiftories of donna 
Vittorina, dom. Matheo, and the chevalier de Riva Franca. 
Tranflated from the French, 12zmo. 3s. Hinton.~ 

A romance in the old french tafte; full of amorous ftories 
and marvellous incidents. 

XIX. An account of the new manufacture of Tapeftry, after 
the.manner of that at the Gobelins ; and of Carpets, after the 
manner of that at Chaillon, .&c. now undertaken at Fulbam, 
by mr. Peter Parifot. 8vo, 6d. Dodfley. 

‘The author gives an account of the rife and prefent ftate of 
thefe manufactures ; which he does with a view to induce the 
public, or the government, to countenance and affift the under- 
taking. 

XX. A Differtation on Libels. 8vo. 6d. Web. 

This fmall pamphlet is {martly and judicioufly written; but 
it contains little more than what has been already laid before 
the public, in a tra&t entitled, an addrefs to the Furymen of Lon- 
don: fee Review Vou. VI. p. 394. And in the Doétrine of Li- 
belsy mention’d in p. 482 of the fame volume. 


XXI. The Englifbman in Paris, A comedy in two aGts, 
as 
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sit is perform’d at the theatre-royal in Covent Gorden. By 
Samuel Foote, Efg; 8vo. 1s. Vaillant. 

A lively entertainment, intended to ridicule the folly of 
ending our fons abroad to fini/h their education, as it is called, 
before they have been fufficiently inftructed at home, in the fixt 
and unalterable principles of common fenfe, difcretion, and de- 
cency of behaviour. Mr. Foote has drawn the character of an 
Englifo country Buck, as the fafhionable phrafe is, with 
frength, confiltency, and humour ; but the other charaéters 
are not worth notice: neither do we feeany thing to commend 
in the plot. 

XXL. The account of Canning and Squires fairly ballanced: 


wherein the many grofs-mifprefentations relating to feveral ar- 


ticles thereof, as fet forth by an Impertinent and Officiqus . 


INSPECTOR, are corrected, and placed ina clear light, without 
paffion or prejudice, fee or reward. By a difinterefted By- 
flander. 8vo. 6d. Bizet. 

This confifts of little more than fome fplenetick cavils 
againft dr. Hill’s papers relating to Canning’s affair, 

XXIII. 4 Letter of confolation toa noble lady upon the dif- 
ference between her and herlord. 8vo. 1s. Cooper. 

A dull, unmeaning, and ridiculous performance. 

XXIV. A Letter to a young Gentleman, on his admiffion in- 
tothe univerfity. 8vo. 6d. Manby. 

The ingenious author offers fome cautionary advice to the 
young ftudent, to warn him againft the various follies and ex- 
travagancies that attend a college life; and to direét his conduét 
and behaviour, in the midft of a fociety of unexperienced, 
and, but too generally, imprudent young men. 


Reiticious and CoNTROVERSIAL. 
KXV. Refiections of,****, being a feries of political 


maxims, illuftrated by general hiftory, as well as by variety of 
authentic anecdotes (never publifhed before) of Lewis XIV, 
Peter the great, Williamthe IIld King of Prujfia, the cardi- 
nals Richliew, Mazarine, Fleury, and moft of the eminent 
perfonages, in the laft and prefent century. 12mo. 2s 6d, 
Wilfon. 

This piece confifts of a great number of loofe and uncon- 
nected refletions, written with a good deal of freedom. The 
author difcoyers a pretty extenfive knowledge of hiftory, and 
of mankind ; many of his reflections, however, are very 
trifling, and with regard to the anecdotes mentioned in the 
title-page, there are very few of them, and of thefe few, 


fearce any that are intereftings B 
ae XXVI. A 
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KXVI. 4 Reply to the author of Remarks on the effay on 
mufical expreffion. In a letter from mr. 4vifon, to his friend 
in London. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Davis. 

Mr. Avifon here treats his adverfary with much contempt. 
He fpeaks of him as a taftelefs pedant in mufic; without genius, 
and without candour. See Review for Feb. 1753, p. 136. 

XXVII. Effays on the being of a God, his governing and 
preferving providence ; and alfo fome farther thoughts on the 
neceffity and certainty of a divine revelation. By Hamon 
PEftrange, Efg; 8vo. 2s. fewed. Dodfley. 

In the firft of thefe eflays, after obferving in general that 
man alone is a fufficient evidence of the being of a God, and 
that every thing in the creation proves his exiftence, our au- 
thor proceeds to demonftrate the fame truth from {cripture, 
and as proofs of it, produces the inftances of God’s converfing 
with Abraham and Mofes &c. arguments, undoubtedly of irre- 
fiftible evidence ; for if God converfed with Ad/es, there muft 
certainly be fuch a being as God. 

In treating of providence he does little more than bring to- 
gether fome of the principal inftances of divine providence, men- 
tioned in fcripture : as to what he fays in proof of chriftianity, 
it is, like the reft of his performance, very unfatisfaétory, to 
fay no worfe. Ina word, he appears to be a friend to the in- 
terefts of chriftianity, but a very improper perfon to write in 
the defence of it. 

XXVIII. 4 New Form of ComMon-PRAYER, with the 
offices thereto belonging ; to which are prefixed, reafons for the 
propofed alterations : humbly addreffed to his grace the lord 
4 archbifhop of Canterbury. By a clergymart’ of the church of 
7 England. 8vo. 2s. Griffiths. be wra 
r The author of this piece appears to us, to be a fenfible, moder- 

ate, and candid writer. The form of common-prayer which he 
has offer’d to the public, is free from many of the faults that are 
to be found in the eftablifhed one, andif a reformation of ourli- 
turgy were to take place, might be of confiderable ufe as a 
( ground-work to improve upon. R 
ArT. Lu. Religio Philofophi: or, the principles of morality 
and chriftianity, illuftrated from a view of the univerfe, and 
of man's fituation in it. By William Hay, 6/9 8vo. 35. Od. 
odfley. : 





HE defign of this piece is to thew, that chriftianity «is 
agreeable toreafcn and philofophy. The author ap- 


pears to be a friend to religion and free enquiry ; and — 
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be does not indulge to fancy and conjecture, his reflections 
are generally very juft and fenfible. He introduces his work 
with obferving that man, tho’ confcious of his own exiftence, 
feldom confiders where or what he is, and that his i 
rance in thefe particulars has ever been, and will be the fource 


of his greateft errors. “This leads him to confider where and_ 
what we are, and briefly to point out the laws of religion’ 


and morality ; after which he obferves that, as God has given 


toman a weak underftanding, and ftrong paffions, which he’ 


isnaturally inclined to follow, if left to himfelf, it can’t be fup- 
fed that he would leave him to fink into fo miferable a ftate 
as that of a fubjection to his paffions, but would furnifh him 


with fome means to enlighten. his underftanding, fortify his: 


reafon, and moderate his paffions, that he may live in greater 


happinefs and dignity here, as well as in any future ftate for 


which he may be defigned. No means, he imagines, are 
more eafy and natural for effe€ting this, than that God fhould 
infpire fome particular perfons with fuperior talents, to be 
guides to the reft of mankind; who by laying many things 
open to their view, may enlighten their underftanding; by 
prepofing rational rules of adcting, may inftrudt the ignorant ; 
and by fhewing the reafons and motives of fo acting, may 
raife the attention, and work on the inclination of men to 
purfue them. 

There can be no better way, he thinks, to diftinguifh thefe 
guides, who for fuch great ends may be fo qualified and com- 
mifioned by God, than by their characters, their doétrine, 
and their circumftances attending the promulgation of it. 
He obferves, in the firft place, that they muft be wife and juft 
men, who have only the glory of God and welfare of mankind 
in view, without any profpect of worldly power, pleafure, 
or profit tq themfelves ; in the fecond place, that their doc- 
trine ought to be agreeable to reafon; that it ought to acquaint 
man with his nature, with his original, and his end; what 
relation he bears to God, to his own fpecies, and to other 
creatures, and to point out to him fome rational method of 
performing his duty to each; and, laftly, that the manner of 
Promulging this doctrine, fhould be fuch as to make it be 
taken notice of at firft, and to continue the memory of it 
on this globe, as long as the race of 4dam continues en it. 

After this he proceeds to confider what doctrines now in 
_ the world anfwer thefe characteriftics, and which of thofe that 
Claim the dire@tion of mankind ought to be preferred. The 
three religions, that profefs the knowledge of one only true 
God, he tells us, are the ‘fewi/h, the Chriffian and the A7aho- 
metan, 
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metan, the laft of which, by barely mentioning the charac. 
ter of the author, with fome few of its tenets, he thews not 
to have the charaCteriftics of a true religion. The Fewif re- 
ligion being the ftock on which chriftianity is grafted, he 
obferves that it is of equal importance toa Chriffian as to a 

ew, that it fhould be of divine original ; and as it is contained 
in the writings of AZo/es, he takes occafion to confider thefé 
writings, and endeavours to fhew that they carry with them 
the internal marks of a divine original in all their parts; phi- 
lofophical, hiftorical, prophetical, moral, political, and re- 
ligious. 

He now goes on to fhew that the writings of Mofes are 
proved to be of divine original, by the miracles attending 
their promulgation, and the accomplifhment of many prophe- 
cies contained inthem. And here he confiders the important 
prophecy concerning the A@efiah, examining, firft, what ex- 
ternal circumftances there are to fupport our Saviour’s claim 
to that title, and then, whether it is fupported by his life 
and doctrine. But before he enters on this fubject, he thinks 
it neceflary to premife, that he underftands every thing faid 
in fcripture.concerning ‘Fe/us Chrif? to relate to this globe 
only; that God has ordained him the guide, the prophet, 
the judge, the prince, the faviour, and the redeemer, of 
the race of Adam only ; that as man he fuffered only for men, 
arid on earth for fins only committed on earth ; and that God 
hath united him to himfelf in a peculiar manner for thofe 
purpofes, as he may have done other intelligent beings in other 
planets for fimilar ends. 

After briefly. confidering the external circumftances whereby 
our Saviour’s claim to the character of the Meffiah is fupport- 
ed, and taken a fhort view of his character, his life, his mir- 
acles, his prophecies, and his doctrine, our author informs 
us thit the tenets, which principally diftinguifh the Chriftian 
religion from all others, and of which men could have no 
conception or idea by the light of nature, relate, 1ft. to the 
Deity; 2d, to the union of Chrift to the Deity; 3d, to 
refurre€tion and judgment preceding a future ftate. As to 
the firft, he tells us that God hath been pleafed to reveal to 
us, that there are three perfons in the Godhead ; not three 
diftin& qualities or attributes only, but three diftind intelli- 
gent agents. ‘Thefe three perfons, he fays, are of the fame 
effence, and have the fame attributes, but are diftin@ in in- 
telligence and operation; always willing the fame, and al- 
ways acting in harmony. On this fubject he treats pretty 
fully, butin a confufed and unfatisfaftory manner. Th 
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The true fenfe in which th in fcripture is called the Son 
and only begotten Son of God we are told, is, 1ft. as he is 
united to the only begotten Son, or fecond perfon of the tri- 
nity; and, 2d. as he is the only manof the race of ddam, 
that ever wasfo. Mr. Hay fuppofes that the Son, or fecond 
perfon of the trinity is under the Father, and by his order, 
the inftructor, redeemer, judge, and king of all intelligent 
beings not only on our globe, but on every globe, and in eve- 
ry quarter of the univerfe, as the Holy Ghoft is their fanéti- 
fier; that in order to inftruét, redeem, judge, and govern 
the race of Adam, he united Je/us to himfelf, as he has pro- 
bably other rational creatures in other planets, for the fame or 
fimilar ends; that ‘fefus was fent to inftruct his own {pecies 
only ; and that to imagine his authority extends to other globes 
is as abfurd as to imagine that a commiffion to aét in England, 
gives a man authority in Mexico, or Fapan. ‘This point he 
thinks of the laft importance to true chriftianity, and tells us 
that, till it is cleared up, the ideas of men will remain very 
eonfufed, and many of the moft fpeculative be either {ceptics 
or infidels. 
* Towards the conclufion of his pi¢ce our. author fhews, in a 
very clear and fenfible manner, how thechriftian religion, tho” 
the beft that ever appeared among men, has been perverted 
to the worft of purpofes; ufed as an engine of flavery inftead 
of freedom, and of the deftruction inftead of the falvation of 
mankind. And here he fpeaks with great freedom of the 
falfe pretenfions, ufurpations, ambition, pride, and interefted 
views of the clergy of former ages, without pointing any re- 
fle&tions at our prefent clergy, whom he mentions in very ref- 
pectful terms. He concludes with obferving that thofe who 
doubt of the truth of revelation, would foon be converts to 
chriftianity, could they fee it in its genuine principles, {tri 
of the worldly difguife in which it has been drefled fince its 
firft eonneétion with the ftate ; and would admire the laftre 
of the gem, were it cleanfed from the ftains and {pots which 
have fo long fullied and difgraced it. This, he tells us, ought 
to be the ftudy and labour of the clergy, who fhould difabufe 
mankind, and extricate them out of that labyrinth of errors, 
into which they have been led by the blindnefs or wickednefs 
of their former guides. ‘* If they give up, fays he, the-weak 
* outworks of antient error, and retire to the citadel of the 
* gofpel, (ftrong’by nature without art) they will render chrif- 
* tianity impregnable. Like wife men they will build Goa’s 
© boule, the church, not upon the fand, but upon arcck. Then 
. , let 
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© Jet the rain defcend, the floods come, and the winds blow, and 
© beat upon that houfe, it will not fall, for it 1s founded on Arak; 


© and the gates o bell foall not prevail againft it.’ R 





— — 


ArT. Lit. Some late opinions concerning the foundations of moe 
rality, examined. Jn a letter toa friend. 8vo. 15. Dodiley, 


HIS letter, which is written in a genteel and fenfible mans 

ner, contains fome general obfervations on two books lates 
ly publifh’d ; the one entitled, Efays on the principles of morality 
and natural religion, by an anonymous author ; the other, an 
Enquiry concerning the principles of morals, by David Hume, efqj 
The firft of thefe performances our letter- writer is, in general, 
highly pleafed with, and thinks the author of it has great me- 
rit, were it only for ftating fo clearly the fentiment of duty, 
or moral obligation, and diftinguifhing it from the fentiment 
of fimple moral approbation ; the want of which diftinétion, 
he fays, has always appeared to hima great defect in former 
authors, who acknowledged an internal fenfe to be the foun- 
dation of morality. 

As tothe Enquiry into the principles of morals, he allows that 
the author is a very agreeable writer, and difcovers an uncom~ 
mon genius, but thinks that the love of {implicity has betray’d 
him, as it has many before him, into confiderable errors. He 
examines a little mr. A/ume’s doctrine in regard to juftice, and 
endeavours to fhew that the arguments advanced in fupport of 
it are altogether inconclufive. After this he proceeds to con- 
fider that idea of approbation, which mr. Hume makes to in- 
clude the whole of the moral feeling, and upon which he founds 
the diitinétion betwixt virtue and vice ; and here he takes 2 
fhort view of that variety of different objects and qualities, 
which the author of the Ezguiry ranks under the fame clafs 
of moral approbation; and endeavours to fhew, that the fenti- 
ments they produce in us differ as widely as the approbation of 
inanimate from that of rational objects. 

He obferves that morality can ve founded and afcertained on 
our innate feelings of duty alone, andthe authority which con- 
fcience carries init, and thatthe overlooking thefe is an error 
which runs through the whole of the £nguiry. BR 





Errata in the Review for laf? m-nth. 


In the firft article of the catalogue, the greck letter gamma 9 
put inftead of an upfilon,.—In p..315. 1. 16. for fi bflanisal by 
read circum nftantial, 
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